
 

 

 
 

 

NATURAL COMMUNITIES 
CONSERVATION PLANNING 
SUBAREA PLAN 

Prepared for 

City of Rancho Palos Verdes 
 
 
URS Project No. 27644296.08000 

 

July 29, 2004 

 

1615 Murray Canyon Road, Suite 1000 
San Diego, CA  92108-4314 
619.294.9400 Fax: 619.293.7920 
 

Pamela.Piller
Text Box
In order to access each section of the NCCP Subarea Plan, please click on the Section Title




TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 W:\27644296\08000-b-r.doc\28-Jul-04\SDG i 

Section 1 Introduction ........................................................................................................ 1-1 

1.1 Purpose and Need...........................................................................................1-4 
1.2 Regulatory Compliance of the Subarea Plan.....................................................1-5 

1.2.1 Federal...............................................................................................1-5 
1.2.2 State ..................................................................................................1-5 
1.2.3 Local .................................................................................................1-6 

1.3 Species for which Take Authorizations are Requested ......................................1-6 

Section 2 Description of RPV Subarea ............................................................................. 2-1 

2.1 Regional Setting.............................................................................................2-1 
2.1.1 City of Rancho Palos Verdes Municipal Code ......................................2-1 
2.1.2 Other City Ordinances ...................................................................... 2-10 
2.1.3 City of Rancho Palos Verdes General Plan ......................................... 2-11 
2.1.4 Coastal-Specific Plan........................................................................ 2-11 

2.2 Biological Resources .................................................................................... 2-15 
2.2.1 Vegetation Communities ................................................................... 2-15 
2.2.2 Sensitive Species .............................................................................. 2-20 
2.2.3 Regionally Important Habitat Areas ................................................... 2-27 

Section 3 Proposed Reserve Design ................................................................................ 3-1 

3.1 Biological Reserve Design..............................................................................3-1 
3.1.1 Existing Public Lands (836.5 acres) .....................................................3-5 
3.1.2 Private Lands to be Contributed (216.6 acres).......................................3-7 
3.1.3 Private Lands to be Purchased (684.5 acres) .........................................3-8 
3.1.4 Regionally Important Habitat Areas and Linkages Conserved................3-8 
3.1.5 Habitat Restoration/Enhancement Potential ..........................................3-8 
3.1.6 Proposed Potential Loss of Habitats .....................................................3-9 
3.1.7 Covered Species List ........................................................................ 3-21 
3.1.8 Estimated Take of Covered Species ................................................... 3-22 

3.2 Land Uses Within and Adjacent to the Reserve .............................................. 3-23 

Section 4 Plan Implementation.......................................................................................... 4-1 

4.1 Reserve Components ......................................................................................4-1 
4.1.1 Existing Public Lands .........................................................................4-1 
4.1.2 Private Lands .....................................................................................4-3 
4.1.3 Neutral Lands.....................................................................................4-5 

4.2 Conservation Actions .....................................................................................4-5 
4.2.1 Compensation Mitigation ....................................................................4-7 
4.2.2 Priority Acquisition Areas to be Purchased (684.5 Acres)......................4-7 
4.2.3 Priority Restoration/Enhancement Areas ..............................................4-7 

4.3 Funding and Financing of Subarea Plan ...........................................................4-7 
4.3.1 Estimated Implementation Cost ...........................................................4-7 
4.3.2 Funding Sources ............................................................................... 4-11 

Section 5 Local Plan Review and Approval Process ...................................................... 5-1 

http://www.palosverdes.com/rpv/planning/RPV_subarea_nccp_2004/subarea_section_1.pdf
http://www.palosverdes.com/rpv/planning/RPV_subarea_nccp_2004/subarea_section_2.pdf
http://www.palosverdes.com/rpv/planning/RPV_subarea_nccp_2004/subarea_section_3.pdf
http://www.palosverdes.com/rpv/planning/RPV_subarea_nccp_2004/subarea_section_4.pdf
http://www.palosverdes.com/rpv/planning/RPV_subarea_nccp_2004/subarea_section_5.pdf


TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 W:\27644296\08000-b-r.doc\28-Jul-04\SDG ii 

5.1 City Implementation Process...........................................................................5-1 
5.2 Interim Protection ..........................................................................................5-1 

5.2.1 Existing Provisions of the Municipal Code...........................................5-1 
5.3 Proposed Modifications to the Municipal Code ................................................5-1 
5.4 Permanent Habitat Protection..........................................................................5-2 
5.5 Mitigation Requirements ................................................................................5-3 

5.5.1 Wetlands Protection Program ..............................................................5-3 
5.5.2 Compliance with Existing Federal and/or State Wetlands Regulations....5-4 

5.6 Subarea Plan Boundary and Amendment Process .............................................5-5 
5.6.1 Process for Exchanges and Minor Modifications to Reserve Boundaries 5-5 
5.6.2 Process for Major Changes to Subarea Plan..........................................5-6 

5.7 Implementing Agreement ...............................................................................5-6 
5.7.1 Assurances in the Implementing Agreement .........................................5-6 
5.7.2 Changed Circumstances and Unforeseen Circumstances........................5-7 

5.8 City Implementation Actions and Process ........................................................5-8 
5.8.1 City Regulatory Actions......................................................................5-8 
5.8.2 City Interim Resource Protection .........................................................5-9 
5.8.3 Development Review and Approval Process.........................................5-9 

5.9 Subarea Plan Amendments............................................................................ 5-10 
5.9.1 Additions to the Reserve ................................................................... 5-10 
5.9.2 Boundary Adjustments and Equivalency ............................................ 5-11 
5.9.3 Annexations ..................................................................................... 5-12 
5.9.4 Process for Adding Species to Covered Species List ........................... 5-13 

5.10 Permanent Resource Protection ..................................................................... 5-13 
5.10.1 Local Resolutions ............................................................................. 5-13 

5.11 Coordination With Other NCCP Subarea Plans .............................................. 5-13 

Section 6 Reserve Management ........................................................................................ 6-1 

6.1 Habitat Manager.............................................................................................6-1 
6.2 Framework Management Guidelines ...............................................................6-1 

6.2.1 Development of Public Use Master Plan ..............................................6-1 
6.2.2 Development Adjacent to the Reserve..................................................6-2 
6.2.3 Fire and Brush Management................................................................6-3 
6.2.4 Fencing, Signs, and Lighting ...............................................................6-5 
6.2.5 Recreational Activities ........................................................................6-6 

6.3 Habitat Management and Monitoring...............................................................6-8 
6.3.1 Reserve Habitat Management Plan.......................................................6-8 
6.3.2 Management, Restoration and Reporting for the Reserve.......................6-9 

6.4 Reporting on the Status of the Reserve........................................................... 6-23 
6.4.1 Biological Monitoring Program ......................................................... 6-23 
6.4.2 Restoration Site Monitoring Program................................................. 6-25 
6.4.3 Covered Species Monitoring ............................................................. 6-26 
6.4.4 Habitat Tracking and Reporting......................................................... 6-26 
6.4.5 Reporting Program ........................................................................... 6-27 

6.5 Remediation and Adaptive Management ........................................................ 6-27 
6.6 Covered Species Reintroduction.................................................................... 6-28 

6.6.1 Management Recommendations ........................................................ 6-29 
6.6.2 Use an Experimental Approach ......................................................... 6-30 

http://www.palosverdes.com/rpv/planning/RPV_subarea_nccp_2004/subarea_section_6.pdf


TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 W:\27644296\08000-b-r.doc\28-Jul-04\SDG iii 

6.6.3 Develop a Detailed Reintroduction Plan............................................. 6-30 
6.6.4 Include Reintroduction Sites in a Population Monitoring Program ....... 6-32 
6.6.5 Establish Success Criteria ................................................................. 6-32 
6.6.6 Reporting......................................................................................... 6-32 

6.7 Research Recommendations.......................................................................... 6-33 
6.7.1 Inventories ....................................................................................... 6-33 
6.7.2 Habitat and Life History Studies ........................................................ 6-33 
6.7.3 Population Biology and Genetic Studies............................................. 6-33 
6.7.4 Habitat Restoration and/or Population Enhancement/Reintroduction 

Studies............................................................................................. 6-34 
6.7.5 Management Studies......................................................................... 6-34 

Section 7 Literature Cited .................................................................................................. 7-1 

Section 8 Document Preparers.......................................................................................... 8-1 

 

 

http://www.palosverdes.com/rpv/planning/RPV_subarea_nccp_2004/subarea_section_7.pdf
http://www.palosverdes.com/rpv/planning/RPV_subarea_nccp_2004/subarea_section_8.pdf


 List of Tables, Figures, and Appendices 

 W:\27644296\08000-b-r.doc\28-Jul-04\SDG iv 

Tables 

Table 1-1  Proposed Covered Species List for the Rancho Palos Verdes Subarea Plan 1-7 
Table 2-1  Vegetation Communities in Rancho Palos Verdes 2-17 
Table 3-1  Proposed Conservation Acreage by Vegetation Community 3-4 
Table 3-2  Total Loss of CSS Habitat by City Projects 3-12 
Table 3-3  Total Loss of CSS Habitat by Private Projects and Mitigation 3-19 
Table 3-4  Estimated Take of Covered Species Point Locations 3-23 
Table 4-1  Comparison of Alternative Conservation Plans 4-9 
Table 4-2  Candidate Sources of Land Acquistion Funding 4-12 
Table 4-3  Funding Commitments for Habitat Restoration and Reserve Management 4-12 
Table 4-4 Volunteer Hours for PVPLC Project for 2003 (January to May) 4-13 
Table 6-1  Rancho Palos Verdes Coastal Sage Scrub Seed Mix 6-21 
Table 6-2  Rancho Palos Verdes Coastal Cactus Scrub Seed Mix 6-21 
Table 6-3  Rancho Palos Verdes Butterfly Habitat Seed Mix 6-22 

Figures 

Figure 1-1 Natural Vegetation of Rancho Palos Verdes 1-2 
Figure 1-2 Covered Species Distributions 1-3 
Figure 2-1 Regional Vicinity Map 2-2 
Figure 2-2 Planning Area Map 2-3 
Figure 2-3 Existing Land Use within Rancho Palos Verdes 2-4 
Figure 2-4 Regionally Important Habitat Areas and Linkage Planning Areas 2-28 
Figure 3-1 City-owned and Private Parcels Being Contributed to the Reserve 3-2 
Figure 3-2 Reserve Design 3-3 
Figure 3-3 Habitat Restoration Potential 3-10 
Figure 3-4 Locations of City Projects Covered by the Plan 3-13 
Figure 3-5 Locations of Private Projects Covered by the Plan 3-18 
Figure 3-6 Covered Species Point Locations Not Being Conserved by the Plan 3-25 
Figure 4-1 City-owned Parcels Being Contributed to the Reserve 4-2 
Figure 4-2 Private Parcels Being Contributed to the Reserve 4-4 
Figure 4-3 Neutral Lands 4-6 
Figure 4-4 Rancho Palos Verdes Alternatives 4-8 
Figure 6-1 Priority Habitat Restoration Areas within the Reserve 6-19 

Appendices 

Appendix A Definitions 
Appendix B Species-Specific Conservation Analyses and Conditions for Coverage 
Appendix C Financial Analysis Reference Information 
Appendix D List of Exotic Pest Species (CEPPC 1996) 
Appendix E Barkentine Property Open Space Acquisition Specified Grant No. 58H4-01-1284 
Appendix F Procedural Guidance for the Review of Wetlands Projects in California’s Coastal Zone 
 
 

http://www.palosverdes.com/rpv/planning/RPV_subarea_nccp_2004/subarea_appendix_a.pdf
http://www.palosverdes.com/rpv/planning/RPV_subarea_nccp_2004/subarea_appendix_b.pdf
http://www.palosverdes.com/rpv/planning/RPV_subarea_nccp_2004/subarea_appendix_c.pdf
http://www.palosverdes.com/rpv/planning/RPV_subarea_nccp_2004/subarea_appendix_d.pdf
http://www.palosverdes.com/rpv/planning/RPV_subarea_nccp_2004/subarea_appendix_e.pdf
http://www.palosverdes.com/rpv/planning/RPV_subarea_nccp_2004/subarea_appendix_f.pdf


 List of Acronyms and Abbreviations 

 W:\27644296\08000-b-r.doc\28-Jul-04\SDG v 

ACOE  U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
CCC California Coastal Commission 
CDFG  California Department of Fish and Game 
CE  State of California-listed endangered species 
CEQA  California Environmental Quality Act 
CESA   California Endangered Species Act 
CHP  Chaparral 
CNDDB   California Natural Diversity Data Base 
CR   State of California-listed rare species 
CSS   Coastal Sage Scrub 
CT   State of California-listed threatened species 
ESHA Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Area 
FE   Federally endangered species 
FESA   Federal Endangered Species Act 
RA  Focused Planning Area 
FT   Federally listed threatened species 
HCP   Habitat Conservation Plan 
LCP Local Coastal Plan 
MBTA   Migratory Bird Treaty Act 
MOA   Memorandum of Agreement 
NCCP   Natural Community Conservation Plan (State Initiative) 
NEPA   National Environmental Policy Act 
PE   Proposed for Federal listing as endangered species 
PT   Proposed for Federal listing as threatened species  
PUMP Public Use Master Plan 
PVPLC Palos Verdes  Peninsula Land Conservancy 
RTP Reserve Trail Plan 
SAP   Subarea Plan 
SSC   State of California species of special concern 
SPA  Specific Planning Area 
SPCA   Society for the Preservation of Cruelty to Animals 
ssp.  Subspecies 
USFWS   United States Fish and Wildlife Service 

 

 


	RPV Natural Communities Conservation Planning Subarea Plan



