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Today’s Agenda

1. Introduction

g

SCAGSCAG
City of Rancho Palos Verdes
City of Los Angeles and Council District 15
Caltrans

2. Western Avenue Corridor Vision Plan
Overview
Key Goals and Principles

3. Design Implementation Guidelines
Role and Purpose
Key Guidelines

4. Next Steps

Key Guidelines
Streetscape Options

Meet with City and Consultant Team
Fill out a Comment Card
Final document will be presented at Open House in Spring 2015



1. Introduction
 SCAG  
 Rancho Palos Verdes – Western Avenue Specific Plan
 Los Angeles – San Pedro Community Plan and CPIO
 C lt  “C l t  St t ” il t j t Caltrans – “Complete Streets” pilot project
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2. Western Avenue Corridor Vision Plan
In October 2011, Rancho Palos Verdes received a grant from 
SCAG to develop a Vision Plan for Western Avenue. The 
Western Avenue Corridor Vision Plan was completed in 2013.

In 2014, with the help of another SCAG grant, Rancho Palos 
Verdes has partnered with the City of Los Angeles to develop 
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Verdes has partnered with the City of Los Angeles to develop 
design implementation guidelines for Western Avenue. 



What is Western Avenue?

Green Hills

Defense Support – San Pedro

Peck Park

Defense Support San Pedro
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It is the mountain-to-ocean boulevard.
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Looking south on Western Avenue at Wilshire Boulevard



Western Ave is not homogenous.

31 destinations

80 destinations 0 destinations
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80 destinations 0 destinations



Patterns of development are dated.

Commercial blocks are auto-oriented.
The corridor offers a poor pedestrian experience with little amenities.

Residences turn their backs to the street.
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They do not contribute to the street’s vitality.



The corridor lacks special places. 
There are no pla as  paseos  or other h bs of comm nitThere are no plazas, paseos, or other hubs of community.
Instead, surface parking lots dominate the street edge.
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There are jurisdictional complexities.
• CALTRANS owns and maintains the right-of-way (ROW).
• Rancho Palos Verdes is located on the west (except for one block where it jumps across to the east).
• Los Angeles is located on the east.
• Lomita has jurisdiction over the intersection at Palos Verdes Drive North.j
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Learning from great streets and places

Santa Monica Blvd, West Hollywood, CA

S ll 2 d fl

Colorado Blvd, Pasadena, CAVentura Blvd, Encino, CA
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1. Strong street walls 2. Active ground floors



Learning from great streets and places

Sunset Blvd, West Hollywood, CA Ventura Blvd, Encino, CA

4. Enhanced quality of public realmColorado Blvd, Pasadena, CA

Colorado Blvd, Pasadena, CA Colorado Blvd, Pasadena, CA Colorado Blvd, Pasadena, CA
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3. Special places 5. Pedestrian experience is primary



Key Vision Plan Recommendations
1. EVOLVE THE CORRIDOR INTO A COMPLETE STREET, usable by 
everyone and providing safe access and experience for pedestrians, 
bicyclists, motorists and transit riders.

2. UPDATE THE NATURE OF DEVELOPMENT along the corridor and 
reverse the relationship that buildings and surface parking lots have 

bicyclists, motorists and transit riders.

reverse the relationship that buildings and surface parking lots have 
with the street.
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3. Design Implementation Guidelines
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Role and Purpose of the Guidelines

Design Implementation Guidelines will help guide the development of the 
public and private realm in creating a vibrant Western Avenue. 

Will not change or supersede existing zoning 
regulations such as:

• RPV View Protection Ordinance
• Land uses
• Development standards, building heights, or parking ratiosp g g p g
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Role and Purpose of the Guidelines

Design Implementation Guidelines will help guide the development of the 
public and private realm in creating a vibrant Western Avenue. 

Will provide guidance on:

• Implementing Vision Planp g
• Design of streetscape improvements, such as greening, landscaping, 

and complete streets
• Consistency of design, character, and “theme” along Western Avenue, y g g

in RPV and LA
• Coordination of improvements between jurisdictions and with Caltrans
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Organization of the Guidelines

1. Introduction and Vision
d2. Administration

3. Framework for Street Improvements
4. Guidelines for Public Right-of-WayGu de es fo ub c g t of ay
5. Guidelines for Private Development
6. Acknowledgements
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Framework for Street Improvements

• Overview of goals and design principles by segment (South, Middle, 
North)

• Before and after visualizationsBefore and after visualizations
• Plans and illustrations providing proposed dimensions
• Options for streetscape improvements, for public feedback 
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Framework for Street Improvements
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Framework for Street Improvements
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Framework for Street Improvements
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Framework for Street Improvements
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Street Improvements Options
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• Streetscape (street furniture  lighting  and utilities)

Guidelines for the Public Right-of-Way
• Streetscape (street furniture, lighting, and utilities)
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• Streetscape (street furniture  lighting  and utilities)

Guidelines for the Public Right-of-Way
• Streetscape (street furniture, lighting, and utilities)
• Mobility and Complete Streets Improvements

Western Avenue Corridor Design Implementation Guidelines 14Mar2015 Page 25



• Streetscape (street furniture  lighting  and utilities)

Guidelines for the Public Right-of-Way
• Streetscape (street furniture, lighting, and utilities)
• Mobility and Complete Streets Improvements
• Landscape Design, including sustainability and green infrastructure

Western Avenue Corridor Design Implementation Guidelines 14Mar2015 Page 26



• Streetscape (street furniture  lighting  and utilities)

Guidelines for the Public Right-of-Way
• Streetscape (street furniture, lighting, and utilities)
• Mobility and Complete Streets Improvements
• Landscape Design, including sustainability and green infrastructure
• Branding  Signage  and Wayfinding & Public ArtBranding, Signage, and Wayfinding & Public Art
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• Building Design and Programming 

Guidelines for Private Development
• Building Design and Programming 
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• Building Design and Programming 

Guidelines for Private Development
• Building Design and Programming 
• Open Space 
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• Building Design and Programming 

Guidelines for Private Development
• Building Design and Programming 
• Open Space 
• Parcel Access, Parking, Service and Loading
• SignageSignage
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4. Next Steps
1. Today: 

• Meet with City Staff and 
Consultant Team to review Consultant Team to review 
materials.

• Fill out a Comment Card to 
provide your feedback.provide your feedback.

2. Consultant Team to consolidate 
feedback and work with RPV, LA, f , ,
Caltrans, and SCAG to revise 
document. 

3. Final Document Open House: Spring 
2015.
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