YA
e X

) A

= >%
41 A
i SR

WESTERN
AVENUE
CORRIDOR

¥

,__,“m__lr-_—_:l 5
1Y ,ljll’:;-f
.3 NS v am ¥ 1|

: E’
) !il 'DESIGN IMPLEMENTATION
O MW GUIDELINES

—

~

“f\ ih \ N .
//// 7. /

45,'"
=
o
=
"{:?-"-.

\

L) e

........

March 14, 2015

lllllllllllll
nnnnnnnnnnn



SCAG

City of Rancho Palos Verdes

City of Los Angeles and Council District 15
Caltrans

” Overview
Key Goals and Principles

Role and Purpose
Key Guidelines
Streetscape Options
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Meet with City and Consultant Team
Fill out a Comment Card
Final document will be presented at Open House in Spring 2015



/' SCAG

v" Rancho Palos Verdes - Western Avenue Specific Plan
~ Los Angeles - San Pedro Community Plan and CPIO
altrans - “Complete Streets” pilot project
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SCAG to develop a Vision Plan for Western Avenue. The
Western Avenue Corridor Vision Plan was completed in 201 3.
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In 2014, with the help of another SCAG grant, Rancho Palos.
Verdes has partnered with the City of Los Angeles to develop
design implementation guidelines for Western Avenue.
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It is the mountain-to-ocean boulevard.

PACIFIC OCEAN




Western Ave is hot homogenous.

‘WESTERN PLAZA' ‘THE TERRACES
b SHOPPING CENTER'

Inventory of Destinations e
Liquor Starfight Cinema
& Landmarks Clesmers Thekuan 0o 4t o o
ry spa
== |2 5= 31 destinations
Pet Grooming Bully Fitness apane:
Fo:'d ”Ml::: Massages Fed Ex 4
Massage Ros B Nails GNC
Baskin Robins Marshalls
cm :‘:: Dentistry Trader Joe's Day Spa Ms‘:"
Auto Body Shop Chiropractor K Williams Realty Cleanners Middle
O e IHop Farmers Westview Escraw  Muscle Mar! School
A 8¢ Medicine Center Loan Office Remax Ot
America's Tire Co. Cleaners Cintinels Pet
Dentistry
Americas Auto Parts Kobe Grill
Steak House Physiclans Subs Rus
Best Value |
gy oo i Vac Sew & Carpet "““"N:":" hrea €1 Pollo Loco
Fish & Chips Chevron ol
Hair Cut i

lack in the Box

e Bonaide == o Vendors/Retail
Peninsula Shell Wells Fargo iy
Hospital AT&T ’ Bank Starbucks
e In & Out rist Lutheran School Defense Su Lomita Little
T Pla Blinds & Drapes Pt
‘PARK PLAZA' bobing i =2 , Opus Bank Cooo’s Bibery Pectauliot Point San Pedro (DFSP)  League
Milestone Morta,
Shell Gasoline Chiropractor 2 Dﬂl::‘m.l Hospital
Ross Farmers \
Ccvs SPank
Office Depot ‘HARBOR COVI|
Atomie Boxing Ralphs Tanning
Petco Del Taco Circus Donuts Taper
Radio shack Beauty Supply Acupunture Elementary
Henry's Farmers Market Iacaranda Gourmet Framing Gallery School
Subway Hussey Insurance 1hr. Photo
Chase Dentistry —
Countrywide Harbor Health O ==
Global Gifts Harbor Lights Escrow
Tuesday Morn School of Music and Art

80 destinations 0 destinations
~ Western Avenue Corridor Design Implementation Guidelines 14Mar2015~ Page7




Patterns of development are dated.
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Commercial blocks are auto-oriented.
The corridor offers a poor pedestrian experience with little amenities.
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Residences turn their backs to the street.
They do not contribute to the street’s vitality.




The corridor lacks special places.

Instead, surface parking lots dominate the street edge.
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There are jurisdictional complexities.

. CALTRANS owns and maintains the right-of-way (ROW).

Rancho Palos Verdes is located on the west (except for one block where it jumps across to the eas
Los Angeles is located on the east.

Lomita has jurisdiction over the intersection at Palos Verdes Drive North.
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Learning from great streets and places
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Colorado Blvd, Pasadena, CA
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1. Strong street walls 2. Active ground floors




Learning from great streets and places

3. Special places 5. Pedestrian experience is primary



Key Vision Plan Recommendations
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Role and Purpose of the Guidelines

Design Implementation Guidelines will help guide the development of the
public and private realm in creating a vibrant Western Avenue.

Will not change or supersede existing zoning
regulations such as:

« RPV View Protection Ordinance
e Land uses

 Development standards, building heights, or parking ratios




Role and Purpose of the Guidelines

Design Implementation Guidelines will help guide the development of the
public and private realm in creating a vibrant Western Avenue.

Will provide guidance on:

Implementing Vision Plan

Design of streetscape improvements, such as greening, landscaping,
and complete streets

Consistency of design, character, and “theme” along Western Avenue,
in RPV and LA

Coordination of improvements between jurisdictions and with Caltrans




Organization of the Guidelines

Introduction and Vision
Administration

Framework for Street Improvements
Guidelines for Public Right-of-Way
Guidelines for Private Development
Acknowledgements
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Framework for Street Improvements

Overview of goals and design principles by segment (South, Middle,
North)

Before and after visualizations
Plans and illustrations providing proposed dimensions
Options for streetscape improvements, for public feedback

~— - CITY BOUNDARY
~ r i 2~ W00 WeESTERN AVE STUDY AREA
1

,5, Southern Segment ¢ { Middle Segment U Northern Segment

Summerland Ave to Caddingtan Dr Caddington Dr to John Montgomery Dr John Montgemery Dr to Palos Verdes Dr North



Framework for Street Improvements

3.2 Guiding Principles for the
Southern Segment

Summerland Avenue to Caddington Avenue

The Southern Segment of the corridor is the commercial
heart of the study area. It stretches approximately

0.75 miles from Summerland Avenue on the south to
Caddington Drive on the north. If a pedestrian were

to walk the Southern Segment, it would take him/

her approximately 15 minutes. Active, visitor-serving
development (predominately commercial) is located on
both the east and west sides of the segment.

The Southern Segment is well-positioned to compete
with other retail and entertainment destinations in the
region. Its experience and image, both in the public and
private realm, need updating to sustain its success. In
general, the following recommendations apply for both
the west and east sides of this segment.

* Reverse the existing relationship that buildings
and surface parking lots have with the street. New
developments should create a strong building street
wall along Western Avenue, while locating parking
at the rear of the parcel, within the building itself or
within parking structures. See Sec5.1 and 5.3.

* Facilitate vibrant pedestrian activity. Pedestrian-
oriented uses (i.e. commercial uses) should be

located at the ground level of buildings, with
opportunities for sidewalk activity (i.e. outdoor
dining). See Sec 5.1.

¢ Improve the public realm. Sidewalk widths should be
15 ft. minimum and should accommodate improved
streetscape features (including landscape, furniture,
lighting, and other pedestrian amenities). See Sec, 5.1
and Sec 4.1.

¢ Use landscape to beautify the corridor and
establish a strong brand and identity for Western
Avenue. Improved landscaping (for the median and
sidewalk) should be incorporated into the design of
the streetscape. Landscaping should act as “green
infrastructure” and consist of drought-tolerant and
California-friendly native planting. Because of the
Southern Segment’s anticipated high volume of
pedestrian traffic, landscaping should be durable,
distinct, and colorful. See Sec. 4.3.

* Allow for outdoor spaces and “special places.”
Encourage new developments to provide publicly
accessible open spaces (i.e. parks, plazas, paseos,
etc.) at the street level that allow pedestrians spaces
of repose, spaces for community gatherings, and
connections. See Sec. 5.2.

* Maintain existing on-street parking. Continue to
provide on-street parking as an easy, short-term
convenience to those visiting the corridor by car.
Where appropriate, allow portions of on-street
parking to be used to expand the sidewalk for
pedestrian uses (i.e. curb extensions, mid-block
crossings, etc) or to be configured in a way to protect
bikeways. See Sec. 4.2.

These improvements can be realized along the Southern
Segment in a variety of ways. The following pages
illustrate three options (A, B, and C) for how these
improvements may be implemented. A coordinated
streetscape program, informed by public input, will need
to be developed for subsequent implementation.

T vvesTeERN AVENUE DESIGN IMPLEMENTATION GUIDELINES | DRAFT MARCH 2015
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Conceptual sketch of the type of charocter recommended for the Southern Segment. View looking north on Western Avenue at Capitol Drive.
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Framework for Street Improvements

SOUTHERN SEGMENT
Option A - No Bikeway

* The cross sections above iflustrate typical new .r'mpravg’hents that may be implemented along Western Avenue and are intended for discussion purpases anly. They are not indicative of any new proposed development and
do not propose changes to any existing building height restrictions, Existing maximum building heights shawn are for reference only. Refer to the Western Avenue Specific Plan {per City of Rancho Palos Verdes) and the Los

Angeles Municipal Cade {LAMC) for more information an existing maximum building height and envelope restrictions.
** Minimum of 15t wide sidewalk is desired. See Sec 4.1,

Typical cross section of Option A improvements along the Southern Segment.

DRAFT MARCH 2015 | SECTION 3 Framework for Street Improvements [ EEINEGND



Framework for Street Improvements

SOUTHERN SEGMENT
Option B - With Bikeway

~40 ft. max. building height per Y.

* The cross sections above illustrate typical new :'mproughmms that may be implemented along Western Avenue and are intended for discussion purposes only. They are not indicative of any new proposed development and
do not propose changes to any existing building height restrictions. Existing maximum building heights shown are for reference only. Refer to the Western Avenue Specific Plan (per City of Rancho Palos Verdes) and the Los
Angeles Municipal Code {LAMC) for more information on existing maximum building height and envelope restrictions.

** Minimum of 15ft wide sidewalk is desired. See Sec4.1.

Typical cross section of Option B improvements along the Southern Segment.

DRAFT MARCH 2015 | SECTION 3 Framework for Street Improvements [ EKR



Framework for Street Improvements

SOUTHERN SEGMENT
Option C- Hybrid: With Curb Exrenslﬁhs and Bikeway

per City of RPV*

* The cross sections above illustrate typical new :'mproughmnrs that may be implemented along Western Avenue and are intended for discussion purposes only. They are not indicative of any new proposed development and
do not propose changes to any existing building height restrictions. Existing maximum building heights shown are for reference only. Refer to the Western Avenue Specific Plan (per City of Rancho Palos Verdes) and the Los
Angeles Municipal Code {LAMC) for more information on existing maximum building height and envelope restrictions.

** Minimum of 15ft wide sidewalk is desired. See Sec4.1.

Typical cross section of Option € improvements along the Southern Segment.

DRAFT MARCH 2015 | SECTION 3 Framewaork for Street Improverments



Street Improvements Options

Options for implementing improvements along the

SOUTHERN SEEMENT.

Option A - No Bikeway

In Option A, the existing curts

unchanged, The widths
of traved Lanes are slightly
reduced to aliow for a wider
landscaped median. On-street
parking is kept on both sides of
the street, with new sidewalk
planting.

Option 8 - With Bikeway
in oulm B, the existing curb

unchanged. The widths of
travel lanes are reduced to
allow for a Class || Bikeway on
both sides of the street. On-
street parking is kept on bath
sides of the street, with new
sidewalk plarting.

Ojption € - Hybrid: With Curb
Extensions and Bikeway

InGption €, the curb to curk
dimension fs enlanged by
approximately 4ft. and travel
lane widths are reduced to

be able to sccommodate
protected Cycle Tracks and on-
street parking on both tides.
of the street. New sidewalk
planting and curb extensions
are introduced throughout.

ipote
= M 31 e s o v

WESTERN AVENUE DESIGN IMPLEMENTATION GL LINES | Open House Ma

Options for implementing improvements along the

MIDDLE SEGMENT.

Option A - With Curb .
Extensions, No Bikeway r

I Cption A, the existing

curb to curb dimension and
travel lane widths remain
unchanged, On-street parking
s kept on both sides of the
street, with new sidewalk
planting and curb extensions.

No Curb Extensions

Wi eway

In Option B, the existing curb
to curb dimension remains
the same. To make room for

a protected cycle track on the
westand & Class || Bikeway on
the east, travel Lane widths are
reduced and on-street parking
s remeoved on the wet. New
sidewalk plarting is introduced
throughout.

Option € - Hybrid: With Curb
Extentins and Bikeway

In Option C, the curb to cur
dimeraion is enlarged by
approximately Tft. and travel
lane widihs are reduced to

be able to sccommodate
protected Cyche Tracks and on-
street parking on both sides
of the street. New sidewalk.
planting and curb extensions
are introduced throughout.

ipote
= M 31 e s o v
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Options for implementing improvements along the

NORTHERN SEGMENT.

Option A - With Curb .
Extensions, No Bikeway

I Cption A, the existing
curb to curb dimension and
travel lane widths remain
unchanged, On-street parking
s kept on both sides of

the street, with new curb
extensions and sidewalk
planting. in the Northern
Segment, branding signage
and artwork in the median is
encouraged.

Option 8 - No Curb Extensions,
With Bikeway

In Option B, the exiting

curb to curb dimension and
travel lane widths remasns
unchanged. Or-street parking
is replaced by a protected
Cycle Track on both sides of
the streets, with new sidewalk
planting. in the Northern
Segment, branding signage
and artwork in ian is.
encouraged.

Option € - Hybrid: Curl
Extensions and Bikeway

protected Cycle Tracks and on-
street parking on both sides
of the strest. New sidewalk
planting and curb extensions
are intreduced threugheat.

In the Nerthern Segment,
eanding signage and artwork
inthe medlan is encouraged.

ipote
= M 31 e s o v
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Guidelines for the Public Right-of-Way

« Streetscape (street furniture, lighting, and utilities)

4.1 STREETSCAPE AND STREET
FURNITURE

Streetscape improvements include widened sidewalks
with continuous landscaping and trees, the addition of
street furniture, such as seating, planters, newspaper
racks, and trash receptacles, as well as new street and
pedestrian lighting, and the under-grounding or utilities.

1. Astreetscape program should be developed to
suppart the consistent implementation of the
Guidelines within both the Cities of LA and APV,

2. When selecting street furniture, such as benches,
trash receptacles, and bicycle racks, a "fan\ily' or kit
of parts” approach should be utilized to promote a
consistent design therne, character, and finish,

line varies on a per parcel basis, ranging between

0-5ft, Site survey is required.

* Sidewalks should accommodate streetscape
features, such as landscaping, street furniture,
lighting, and other pedestrian amenities

. For guidelines related to ground floor uses on
sidewalks, such as outdoor dining, see Sec5.1

. For guidelines related to pedestrian crossings and
mobility improvernents, see Sec 4.2,

=

Seating

. Al seating should be selected to coordinate with the
Western Avenue "family” of street furniture, witha
design similar te [insert] and of a consistent color,
with a [specify finish].

= The “family” shown on page X-X ified for
illustrative purposes only, and is not intended to
be indicative of a brand selection.

the streetscape planning process.

As part of the selection process, sustainability

benefits of the praduct should be considered

wherever possible.

3. Within the City of Les Angeles, any street furniture
shall be placed a minimum of 2 feet from the face
af the curb and must comply with relevant spacing
requirements, as determined by the Department of
Public Works.

Sidewalks

1. Public walkway connections between streets and
Buildings are required
* Front doors and entrances shall be directly

accessed from the sidewalk.

2. Minimum of 15ft wide sidewalk is desired, In most
instances, sidewalk width includes a sidewalk
dedication within the ROW plus a sidewalk easement
within private property. This easement is to be
treated as an extension of the sidewalk in the ROW.
To achieve this width, building setback from property

A “family” of fixtures should be selected as part of

DRAFT I

paper Racks
All newspaper racks should be selected to coordinate
vith the Western Avenue “family™ of street furniture,
with a design similar to [insert] and of a consistent
coler, with a [specify finish].

Trash Receptacles

Properly distributed trash receptacles will help maintain
an orderly street envirenment, Trazh receptacles should
e located in proximity to other pedestrian amenities
such as bus shelters and seating,

1. Aminimum of 18" clear should be provided arcund
the trash receptacle.

2, All trash receptacies should be selected to cocrdinate
with the Western Avenue “family” of street furniture,
with a design similar to [insert] and of a consistent
color, with a [specify finish].

Lighting

There are two types of lighting proposed for the project
area: roadway lights (“street lights") and pedestrian-
scale lights ["pedestrian lights™). Street lights provide
illumination of both the readways and sidewalks to the
required levels, Pedestrian lights supplement the street
lights, contribute to the pedestrian scale of the street,

and create an environment that feels safe and secure for

pedes s and cydists.
Siting
1. New street and pedestrian lighting should be

w

integrated aleng the length of the Western Avenue
right-of-way.

. Locations such as ramps, crosswalks, transit stops,

and seating areas that are used at night should be
wvisible and lit,

Pedestrian lighting should be provided to accentuate
focal points such as parks, plazas,
and other pedestrian linkages, such as sidewalks
connecting parking areas to commercial, in order to
encourage evening and/or night time use,

Design

*

w

. All street and pedestrian lighting should utilize a

eoordinated palette, or “family™ of light fixtures, ta
create to create a cohesive streetscape theme along
the length of the corridor.

Lighting should contribute to the branding of
Western Avenue, and be compatible with the
design, materials, scale, and character of other
improvemnents described in the Guidelines.

All lighting shall be a consistent color, with a
powder cast pale,

Light fixtures should minimize light spillage with
full cut-off luminaires.

. Street lighting may utilize either  single or double

head fixture, and optional banners, The selected style
should be implemented consistently along the length
of the corridor.

Visual elutter shall be minimized by attaching street
signage to poles when possible. When a separate
pole is used, the pole shall be colored and powder
toated 1o match the style of the selected lighting
fixtures,

Clamp-on brackets for banners and/or hanging
planters should be considered as part of the
streetscape program.

The family of fistures fobove ond ot right) iMustrete o coordinate fomily of
wreet and The family can be ired to a tolor,
enating. and bavner brandg, to coordinate with the design of the corrider.

Seating and street furnitune may wary to create interest throwughout the community ar incorporate public art, but
¢ ar famiy the oae Mlustrated within this sefection

DRAFT 1




Guidelines for the Public Right-of-Way

« Streetscape (street furniture, lighting, and utilities)

* Mobility and Complete Streets Improvements

4.2 MOBILITY AND COMPLETE
STREETS IMPROVEMENTS

The following mobility guidelines are intended to help
evolve Western Avenue from a predominately auto-
oriented corridor into a “complete street” where the
needs of all users (pedestrians, bicyclists, transit users,
and automaekiles) are equally met. The State of Califarnia
has emphasized the need for complete streets by
enacting the Complate Streets Act of 2008 (AB 1358) and
Deputy Directive 64-R1. In conperation with Caltrans, a
maobility program should be developed to support the
consistent implementation of the Guidelines within both
the Cites of Rancho Falos Verdes and Los Angeles.

The following resources were referenced to develop
these guidelines:

City of Los Angeles, Complete Streets Design
Guide. November 2014

Caltrans. Highway Design Manual. March 2014
rnia. 3rd Edition,

Caltrans, Main Street, Calif
November 2014,

Travel Lanes and Speed
Reduced-scale and reduced-speed environments
improve safety, accessibility, and comfort of all users.

The following rec should be
in conjunction with the proposed streetscape
improvemaents:

1. Consider the reduction of the posted traffic speed to
a maximum of 40 mph in the Nerthern Segment and
a maximum of 35 mph in the dle and Southern
Segments to facilitate safe driving, walkability, and
Biking.

. Consider the reduction of the width of travel lanes to
accommodate new roadway elemnents (e.g. medians,
bikeways, expanded sidewalks, curb extensions, etc).
The following travel lane dimensions do not indlude
the width of required shoulders, curbs, or gutters
{Se Caltrans Highway Design Manual),
= Minimum width of travel lane: 10r-6"

+ Minimum width of travel lane with high bus/truck
traffic: 110"
* Minimum width of left-turn lane: 1107

Medians

Raised medians can reduce traffic conflicts between
pedestrians, bicyclists, and vehicles, thereby improving
safety and improving traffic flow. Landscaped medians
help improve the aesthetic character of the street

and support benefits like
management,
1, Establish a continuous raised landscaped center

=

w

. Where mid-block crossings

median along the entire corridor, with necessary
interruptions for left-turn pockets, pedestrian refuge
islands, and mid-block crossings. See X-XX for median
planting.

The minimum width of the median should be 12°-

O, with the exception of lefi-turn pockets, including
curbs.

. Atall lefi-turn pockets, a planted median nose

of a minimum width of 4°-0%, including curbs, is
encouraged. If there is insufficient space, a pavement-
marked median nose will suffice.

provided, a pedestrian
refuge island should be incorporated within the
median,

At all intersections, provide a pedestrian refuge
island within the median if the median is wider than
-0, including curbs {See Caltrans Highway Design
Manual).

Curb Extensions / Bulb-Outs

Curb ions (also known as bulb- are s

traffic calming technigue that expands the sidewalk
inte the roadway. Curb extensions improve visibility
between pedestrians and motorists, shorten the
distance pedestrians must cross, slow turning vehicles,
and provide additional space for street furniture and
landscape.

Provide curb extensions at all mid-block crossings and
intersection crossings.

Curb extensions should expand the width of adjacent
orestreet parking lanes at a minimum width of .07,
without encroaching into adjacent bikeways

e

At mid-block crossings, curb extensions should be a
minimurm of 15°-0" in length,

=

. Atintersections, curb extensions should turn the
comer ata 200" radius.
When space allows, provide streetscape planting
and furniture at all curb extensions. See Sec X-XX for
guidelines on streetscape planting and Sec X-XX on
stregtseape furniture.

w

Pedestrian Connectivity

In addition to creating great urban spaces, it is critical
to develop a strong pedestrian network that makes
traveling between these spaces easy, safe, and
enjoyable,

. Disruption of the existing street grid is prohibited;
however, new streets, alleys, or pedestrian
eonnections may be added.

r

The pedestrian network shall include a great
pedestrian zane (discussed in Section X-X), legible
and well-located crosswalks, mid-block pedestrian
connections, and wayfinding elements such as street
signs and kiosks.

The incorporation of retail and resigential along
pedestrian zones is highly encouraged. Additionally
for safety and “eyes on the street” all buildings
addressing pedestrian tones, cpen space, parks,
plazas, and for paseos, shall incorporate active uses,
building entries, or other active facades to address
the pedestrian zone and add interest to the public
realm.

Pedestrian and bicycle priority zones may be
Incorporated into pedestrian networks.

w

-

Furnished ond Planted Curb Extension

Mid-Biock Crossing and Pasea

DALY

SECTION 4




Guidelines for the Public Right-of-Way

« Streetscape (street furniture, lighting, and utilities)
* Mobility and Complete Streets Improvements
« Landscape Design, including sustainability and green infrastructure

4.3 LANDSCAPE DESIGN

The suggested landscape design approach, including

the street tree and plant palette, has been designed

to address the varying nature of each of the three
segments of the corridor, the north segment, the middle
segment, and the south segment. The design should
respond and contribute to the experience and character
of each segment, incuding the degree of retail and
pedestrian traffic.

. Regardless of location, the vegetation in each

segment should be California friendly, drought

tolerant, waterawise, and lew-maintenance.

The Northern Segment of the corrider is primarily

auto-oriented,

Flantings in the median within the streetscape

plating zones should be scaled to the needs of an

automobile traveling, for example, tall grasses that

bend and blow as cars drive by.

The Northern Segment serves as a gateway to the

corridor and should announce a sense of arrival

g “special” plants and trees = grander,

ul, visible clustering, etc.

rern Segment, unlike the rest of the

s also unable to develop a street wal
via new development. Tall, vertical trees (palms,
pines, etc.) should be intraduced, to provide the
sense of a “street wall,” through continuity and
verticality.

. The median in the Scuthern and Middle

canopies should start at 15 feet abeve ground,
and permit visibility to sterefronts and signage,
without “limbing up” or excessive pruning or
shaping,
5. New trees should be selected with consideration
for the protection of views from upslope residential
properties

Streetscape Planting
1. Streetscape design should complement adjacent land
use needs,

In the Southern Segment, streetscape planting
zones should be designed in concert with sidewalk
cafes and retail uses.

Where adjacent to on-street parking, streetscape
planting zones should be nen-cantiguous to
permit pedestrian access to parked vehicles.
[Discuss potential conflicts with bus stops. See
Section X-X.]

. [Diseuss patential conflicts with underground and
above ground utilities. See Section X-X.]

. Street furniture, right of way signage, and bulb-
outs or special design areas, should be carefully
coordinated with the landscape plan

. Streetscape planting zones shoukd be designed to
accommodate adequate soil volume to support
selected plant material, See plant palette [Section
X-X].

* Individual tree wells are discouraged.

w

'

v

should build on the existing pines and palms, to
retain and reinforce their verticality, Grasses should
be introduced at the ground plane,

In the Southern Segment of the corridor, trees should
complement and facilitate the retail experience.

S

Trees should previde shade to pedestrians and
reinforce the pedestrian-scale of the streetscape.
Street trees should not be overly tall, nor block
views to stores and signs.

Trees should be selected so that, when mature,

. pe planting should be designed to
accommodate two or more street trees where
possible, and be a minimurn size of [x ft wide by 6
ft in length].

The use of tree grates is discouraged, in favor of

decorative seat walls, edging with pavers, cobbles,

andfor well placed street furniture and seating,

[Clarify]

. Streetscape planting zanes should be linked by a
common comprehensive drainage system, in concert
with existing storm drainage and potential water
sensitive urban design measures,

™

-

All streetseape planting should be irrigated per plant
palette recommendations.

[mote: Additional guideling(s) may be added

here ence street cross-sections and appreach are
finalized.]

o

Median Planting
Hardscape maintenance strips should be incorporated
into the design of all medians, per Caltrans
requirements.

. Special care shall be exercised in the selection pf
plant material in areas where the median measures 3
feet or less in width, as measured from back of curb.

w

[Note: Additional guideline(s) may be added
here once street cross-sections and approach are
finalized.|

Low-Impact Development (LID)

Design Options

1. The use of bio-swales, appropriately located curb
beeaks, roof gutter diversions, permeable streetscape
planting, median, and bike-lane surfaces, and other
LID design eptions are all encouraged.

LD solutions for sidewalks, plazas, and special design
areas, are encouraged,

Where utilized, the design of bio-swales chould

be carefully coordinated with the urban design of
Western Avenue,

[Note: Additional guideline(s) may be added

here once street cross-sections and approach

are finalized. They may include plant material
selection, intermittent rainfalls/ summer irrigation,
sedimentation [ maintenance, appearance, cost.]

w

N

[

Pervious paving con be utilired along sidewalks, parking, sidewalk planting, and/or bikewys. Move than just contribirting to sustainability,

these fechnigues aid in plocemaking, help skew traffic in high pedestrian traffic areas, and o

The use of bio-swrles, appropriotely located curb breaks, roof
gutter diversions and other low-impaoct design (LID) “green
infstrottone” technigues are all eneouraged

mare pedes

in the Southern Segment, streetscape planting showld be designed
iin concert with sidewalk cofes and retoll uses.

In the Northern Segment, toll grasses that bend and biow as cars
diriver by, can be used {0 define this part of the carridor

The design of medians, in the Middle and Sowthern Segments,
showkd incorporate existing mature trees.




uidelines for the Public Right-of-Way

« Streetscape (street furniture, lighting, and utilities)

* Mobility and Complete Streets Improvements

« Landscape Design, including sustainability and green infrastructure
* Branding, Signage, and Wayfinding & Public Art

4.7 Public Art

The Northern Segment of the Western Avenue corridor
can benefit from public art, whether monumental and
permanent, of ephemeral and temparary, With 3 wide
street width and restricted space within the pedestrian
right-of-way, this portion of Western Avenue lends itself
to median located features, choosing from a variety of
branding eleme wertical, repeated, sculptural art,
leonle markers, entry monuments, and more. Alternately,
with participation by the Green Hills Memorial Park, and
the San Pedro Defense Fuel Support (DFSP), public art COZLED PUBLIC ART INSTALLATION, VIRGINIA
eould be Iocated within the setbacks of those properties hge porary public art project aimed
. The project, called

JRLED, & made up of more than 500 plastic water bttles at

= ranging fro

1. A Public Art Program sh e

the implementation, ins

Pubilic Art places

Public Art is envisioned at the following locations:

* Monumental-scaled public art installation at
the northern segment of the corridor, located in
the public right-of-way, and/or the Green Hills
Memaorial Park (Cemetery), and the San Pedro
Defense Fuel Support (DFSP).

» Public art is encouraged along the corridor, and
ot public spaces such as public parks, %
greenways, paseos, and other open spaces.

Id be created to support
llation, and maintenance of

* The design and installation of Public Art should
be planned in conjunction with the design of the
public realm, and coordinated with the installation
of street furniture, utilities, landscape, and

vork in privately owned developments should
ly integrated into the development's design,
in the most accessible and visible locations. For
emxample, enclosed lobbies and roof top gardens
are considered appropriste locations.

Medion-supparted sigas can make 8 big tatement
when streetscape planting dimensions are fimited.

¥ signage should be designed in Branding, signage,
character with the branding of the district.

|GENERAL NOTE: This page s shown for discussion purpeses anly, and may be eliminated in the final docurment.|




Guidelines for Private Development

e Building Design and Programming

The following standards underscare basic design
principles that are Intended to produce high-guality
buildings, memorable places, and a vibrant urban
realm. They are not intended to be indicative of any
style, but to encourage innovation and good urban
form,

5.1 Building Design and
Programming

Ground Floor Uses
1. Along Western Avenue, 0% of the ground floor
should consist of active pedestrian-criented uses.
* Pedestrian-orlented uses include active uses
that are accessible to the general public,
generate walk-in pedestrian dientele, and
contribute to a high level of pedestrian activity.
Typical pedestrian-eriented uses include
ground-floor retall, such as retail shops and
grocery stores, as well as restaurants, outdoor
dining areas, bars, theaters, performing arts,
recreation and entertainment, personal and
corvenience services, building lobbies and
bullding common areas, civic uses, librarles,
museums, galleries, and plazas.
2. Ground level residential Is discouraged along
Western Avenue. Ground floor uses should be
dedicated to active commercial and retail uses.

Street Level Design

1. Buildings should be designed to "address™
Jestern Avenue by creating feontinuing a strong
streetwall that defines the edge of the public
ROW.

* The primary/grade level of buildings should
meet the Western Avenue sidewalk, and
intersecting streets, at grade.
Pedestrian-oriented uses should have a floor
elevation that s level with the elevation of the
adjacent sidewalk.

DRAFT I

2. Primary entrances eriented only tewards parking lots
are discouraged.

3. Entrances to uses on ground and upper floors should
open onto a public right-of-way.

4, Ground-floor floor-to-ceiling height should be at least
15 feet, as measured from the adjacent sidewalk, to
accommodate retail uses.

ch ground floor tenant space should incorporate
starefrant bays that create articulation and provide
ground floor entrances. The primary entrance to each
commercial space on the ground flaor should be
located on the front fagade along the street

6. Architectural features such as canopies, awnings,
building-mounted lighting, and ather design features
should be incorperated into the ground flsor to add
hurman scale to the pedestrian exparience,

7. Where residential is proposed, residential units
should face the ot with windows, front entry
doors, balconies, Rooms such as living rooms and
dining rooms should be oriented fronting toward the
street andfor any adjacent private space.

+ Where courtyards, pasess, of greanways are
proposed, residential units should face these
spaces with windows, front doers, porches, and
patios, and according to the standards of this
section.

Service rooms and areas should be oriented to the

rear of the lot.

Sidewalks

1, See Sec 4.1 for sidewalk widths.,

2. Qutdoor dining adjacent to the sidewalk Is
encouraged, It may be provided along portions of
the building’s front fagade that are set back from the
property line within private property.

Treatment of Building Facades

Innevative and imaginative design and architecture is
strongly encouraged.

Corners and Lpecial place; should be emp." asized
through changes in height and building form.

o

The maximum length of a building should be limited

1o 200 feet.

* Where parcels measuring over S00ft. in length
along Western Avenue exist, an open space,
paseo, or street should be introduced in order
to limit the maximum length of a building to 200
feet.

=

. Variation in wall plane, building height, and roof form
is
buildings, and to add visual interest.

» Variation and expression of building details, farm,
line, colors, and materials may be used to create
wvisual interest

* Individual units should be expressed wherever
possible, This may be accomplished in a varisty
of ways, such as through a change in wall plane,
change in eolor, or change in roaf form.

Street-facing building facades should incorporate

pedestrian-scaled elements such as balconies,

awnings, doors, and windows to enliven the street
edge, and increase safety by adding “eyes on the
street.”

o

o™

Blank walls, without windows, doors, or other

articulation, are strengly diseouraged.

+  The maximum length of any blank wall should be
limited to 20 feet.

Transparency

1. Swreet facing facades of non-residential uses should
be primarily composed of clear, non-reflective glass
that allows views of the indoor space

. The maximum height of the bottom sill of required
display windows should not exceed 30 inches above
the adjacent sidew. The minimum head height for
storefronts and windows at the ground floor should
be B0 inches above the adjacent sidewalk,

rongly encouraged to reduce the scale and bulk of

Buiidings shoutd be designed to “address” Wistern Avenue with & strong strestwall that defines the rdge of the public ROW.

DRAFT

& Lis.x

ind-floor retoil shops, thewters, restaurants, and outdoor dining areas.

Dutdoor dising edjacent to the sidewalk is eacouraged.




Guidelines for Private Development

e Building Design and Programming
 Open Space

5.2 Open Space

To promaote placemaking and retail activity along the

corridor, public open spaces such as green
and pasecs are encouraged. These open spaces can vary
in size, form, and character but should all contribute to a

well-connected pedestrian realm.

Parks, Plazas, and Greens

1. For parcels over 2.5 acres, 10-15 percent of the
parcel area should be dedicated to programmed
open space, designed as an “organizing element” and
central feature of the development.

. Packs, plazas, paseas, or greens should be located
and designed to be accessible and visible from
Western Avenue

Where possible, parks and plazas should be

located at intersections or adjacent to mid-

bleck pedestrian crossings and be prominen!

integrated with the sidewalk and street,

Flazas at corners are encouraged to include

outdoor dining space for adjacent restaurants.

» Pedestrian pathways should be provided
connecting parks, plazas, paseos, and greens
directly to Western Avenue.

Where proposed, parks, plazas, or greens should be

pedestrian-oriented:

» Open spaces shou

gatherings, such as lawn area or a paved plaza, at

a seale that maintains intimacy,

Shade trees, pedestrian lighting, seating, seat

:, fountains, public art, and other high quality

design features should be incorporated.

Pedestrian lighting shall be incorporated to

previde comfort and safety,

Parks and plazas may include an edge element

such as a low hedge or seat wall but shall not be

fenced or gated.

w

include flexible area for

wal

DRAFT I

s, parks, plazas

Pedestrian Paseos
New connections and corridors should be created as
larger sites are developed,

1. Where blocks are longer than 200 feet or where
a destination, view, or drculation path warrants a
mid-Block pedestrian ion, publicly accessibl
streets, open spaces, of paseos shall be provided,
[This item needs to be coordinate with related
Building Design guidelines, and Mability guideline.]
Pedestrian paseos should include elements such as
shade, seating, and water features,
Pedestrian lighting should be incorporated to provide
comfort and safety.

. Paseos should be at least 20 feet wide and include

i for tem porary and gency vehiche

[

o

access,

Landscaping

Landscape elements and gardens should be used to

define building entries, pathways, and semi-private

open spaces, and ta add special character to building

setbacks

* Integrate roof-top components such as landscapes
gardens, trellises, and sustainability features,

Drought tolerant, native plant materials should be

used wherever possible.

Landscape plans should incorporate provisions for

starmwater runoff, including blo-swales, ar other

comparable LID methads.

M

w

Open spoces should inciude flexible oreas for piblic getherings,
street fairs mod farmers ma

sch as kwn o paved plosos. The exampies shown above ustrote how different planned open spaces con toke on o veriety of fuactions, from possive recreation, fo

ORAFT
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Guidelines for Private Development

Building Design and Programming

Open Space

Parcel Access, Parking, Service and Loading
Signhage

that does not contain active ground-floor uses.

» Access to parking lots or structures should be
located along side streets wherever possible, and
coordinated among multiple parcel owners.

5.5 Signage

All signs are subject to the review process of the
respective City. All signs that project into the public right-
ol-way must also be reviewed by the City Engineer of the

5.3 Access and Parking

Parcel Access
1. Parcels under 2.5 acres in size should include no

. 2. Parking lots should include well-positioned, shaded
more than 1 curb cut along Western Avenue. sitewalks to facilitate pedestrian-orientation respective City. Additionally, all sign ghting shall comply
* As feasible, two or more adjacent parcels walkability, and connectivity between Western with light pollution reduction standards.
A i [ f
::?r‘l'(du::' ::::;g:::;:’:‘:;:*!’““"w ° Avenue and multiple uses. 1. Signs should never overpower the bullding or project
u
3, Parking lots should include shade elements such = Signage should fit comfortably into the

2. For parcels over 2.5 acres, a street and block a8 trees, vine-covered trellises, or overhead solar
pattern should be establshed in order to create panels. The design of shade elements should consider
a connected, pedestrian-scaled block and street safety and visibility.
pattern. The Scuth el street edge by sas
5 a Ser\riCE parking kats (in gray) while buildings fin oronge) are pushed to the
. Backs of parcels. in ordes 1o bring retad sctivity (o the street edge, One business sign should be installed per building
prajects thould lecote parking the rear of frontage

architecture of the storefront,

The height, location and site of a sign should not
obscure visibility into the site or storefront active
use of the space.

= Any new street should ook and feel ke a well
designed urban street that supports a high
level of pedestrian activiy

the parce.

For parcels over 2.5 acres, a strest
and block patterm should be
stabikshed.

Parking
1. Parking is discouraged along Western Avenue, and
other frontages with active, pedestrian-oriented
uses
* Parking lots should be placed at the rear of
the parcel and should not prevent proposed
buildings from having a direct relationship with
Western Avenue,
Access should be taken via the alleys serving
the site or, on comer lots, at the street frontage

Service and Loading

1. Loading, service areas, storage, and trash collection
areas shall be located away from Western Avenue
and other primary pedestrian routes.

Loading. service areas, storage, and trash
collection areas should be located at the rear
of buildings, or in a coordinated bocation that s
screened from view by the use of walls, high-
guality fencing. planting, or 2 combination of
these solutions.

Landscaping and walls should be treated in a
manner that is consistent with the architectural
style of the building

New streets should fook and fee! Me o well desigaed, active, and
pededtrion-onented street

* Redundant signage should be avoided.

o I multiple tenants are listed on a single sign or a
multi-tenant building, variation between size and
typeface of tenant names and color palette should
be limited to one or two options,

3. Minimal lighting should be used for signage and Rght
poliution should be avolded. Addition ighting
should be in scale with the sire of the sign and the
facade

The following tignage types are not per
project area

= Polesigns

&

tted in the

Signs obscuring windows

Neon, animated, or flashing signs
Internally illuminated awnings

Signs projected onto 3 surface using
Inflatable or alr blown signs, streamers, balloons,
and the like

Signs illuminated by lew-pressune sodium lamps
{pure yellow glow), high pressure sodium lamps
{pinkish-orange glow), and mercury vapor lamps
{bluish-white glow}.

Signage color, matevial, scole, lettering, and lighting d the
ehot the sign oddreises,

and the buiiding/s)

IGENERAL NOTE: Photes shown on (his page for discussion purposes only, and may be efiminated in the final documant.]
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4. Next Steps
Western Avenue Design Implementation Guidelines

I " TOday.. March 14, 2015 Public Open I:;use Meeting
« Meet with City Staff and -

Please provide your comments below. We also have post-it notes available, which you are

1 I d stick directl h hibits. 5 i hink ab hi
Consultant Team to reVIeW :;:;:Tr;t;:m:;tna::an E rectly on the exhibits. Some questions to think about when
ma te ria IS. ; Evah?:hu;f::t:gp: Dpﬁm;no:::::{g? ted Draft Design Guidelines materials?
A. With bike lanes

o Fill out a Comment Card to o vitebheiones
provide your feedback.

3. What do you think would make the Draft Design Guidelines better?

2. Consultant Team to consolidate
feedback and work with RPV, LA,
Caltrans, and SCAG to revise
document.

3. Final Document Open House: Spring Thank you once again!

2 0 I 5 For further information, please contact:
- loel Rojas Rebecca Liu
City of Rancho Palos Verdes City of Los Angeles
Community Development Director Council District 15
310.544 5228 (213) 473-7015
joelr@rpveca.gov rebecca liu@lacity.org



