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Daily Breeze article regarding Clearwater Program 



Draft EIR recommends 
sewage pipeline through  
San Pedro to Royal  
Palms  
 
By Donna Littlejohn Staff Writer 
 
Posted:   02/15/2012 06:18:55 PM PST  
 
Updated:   02/15/2012 07:10:25 PM PST  

A draft EIR recommends a project that routes a new  
underground pipeline ending at San Pedro's Royal  
Palms beach. (Chuck Bennett / Staff Photographer) 
 

After six years of preliminary study, sanitation  
officials say an underground wastewater pipeline  
route that travels through San Pedro to Royal  
Palms Beach is the best - and most affordable -  
way to replace aging lines.  
 
But not everyone agrees.  
 
The recommendation - the focus of a draft  
environmental report on the so-called  
Clearwater Program released this month - calls  
for constructing a tunnel from the Carson  
sewage treatment plant that would travel  
beneath Machado Lake, North Gaffey Street,  
Capitol Drive, Western Avenue and Dodson  
Avenue. The underground tunnel, needed to  

replace aging lines slightly to the west, will take  
treated wastewater to the ocean.  
 
As a 60-day public comment period just begins,  
 
however, critics argue that two of the other four  
alternatives explored offer a much better  
solution. Those plans would create the end-of- 
the-line shaft station and outflow site on  
Terminal Island.  
 
"Our first preference was to go through Terminal  
Island," said June Burlingame Smith, president of  
the Coastal San Pedro Neighborhood Council.  
 
High on the list of concerns is the November  
landslide along Paseo del Mar, just east of the  
Royal Palms area.  
 
"For people in South Shores and the Palisades,  
the latest slide has raised their apprehension  
levels to 1,000 instead of 950," Smith said.  
 
Engineers with the the Los Angeles County  
Sanitation Districts said the Royal Palms site is  
on a point that is 1,300 feet  
 
to the west of the landslide and considered  
stable.  
 
That alternative, planning project manager Steve  
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Highter said, makes the most sense for several  
reasons.  
 
"It's the least expensive, it's easiest to construct,  
there's less construction risk associated with it,"  
he said. "It's the shortest of the (proposed)  
alignments and requires the least amount of  
tunneling, and therefore the least amount of  
excavation, (amounting to) less truck traffic and  
fewer emissions.  
 
"Probably most importantly, it's going to have the  
least amount of marine impacts."  
 
That's because the proposal would use the  
existing four outfall lines that lie on the ocean  
floor offshore at Royal Palms.  
 
The cost of the recommended project is $550  
million, compared to the most expensive  
alternative that would cost $1.36 billion.  
 
Who pays?  
 
Property owners, with the recommended  
alternative expected to boost the property tax  
bills of single-family houses by about $20 a year.  
 
With the design phase estimated to take three  
years, construction would not begin until about  
2015 or 2016.  
 
Even its critics recognize the need for the  
pipeline, which will replace aging infrastructure  
that is vulnerable to a breach.  
 
"The main driver is an aging infrastructure," said  
Dave Haug, lead project engineer. "We do not  
know the condition of the existing two tunnels  
conveying all the treated wastewater."  
 
The tunnels, built in 1937 and 1958, respectively,  
"both flow full nearly every day."  
 
The new line would last until 2050, engineers  
said.  
 

 

In addition to the landslide, concerns include  
truck traffic along Western, Gaffey and possibly  
25th Street during the construction period.  
 
But the recommended alternative, authorities  
said, will have the least amount of construction  
impacts. Royal Palms Beach will not be closed  
during construction, although some parking  
spaces may have to be temporarily sacrificed.  
 
Mark Wells of Rancho Palos Verdes, though, said  
many of those in the area use a Los Angeles city  
outfall system and not the one being rebuilt.  
 
"The people who are going to be the most  
inconvenienced by it do not use it," he said.  
 
"Sometimes money is not the only consideration,"  
Wells said of the recommendation's financial  
pluses.  
 
Smith said the issue will be on the neighborhood  
council's March agenda, but the group previously  
had voted to support one of the two Terminal  
Island alternatives.  
 
A comment period will last through April 10 and  
three public hearings are scheduled to take  
feedback on the recommendation.  
 
donna.littlejohn@dailybreeze.com
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Follow Donna Littlejohn on Twitter at http: 
//Twitter.com/donnalittlejohn
 
Find out more  
 
What: Community hearings on draft report for  
the Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts'  
Clearwater Program to replace aging  
underground wastewater pipelines  
 
Where: 6:30 p.m. March 6 (Sanitation Districts of  
Los Angeles County, 1955 Workman Mill Road, W 
hittier); March 7 (Carson Community Center,  
801 E. Carson St., Carson); and March 8 (Crowne  
Plaza Los Angeles Harbor Hotel, 601 S. Palos  
Verdes St., San Pedro)  
 
Information: www.clearwaterprogram.org
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NWSPNC Joint Port and Planning & Land Use Committees’ 
agenda regarding Clearwater Program 

 



 
Northwest San Pedro Neighborhood Council 

Joint Planning and Port Committee Meeting Agenda 

February 28, 2012 

5:30 PM to 7:00pm 
 

 

Location: San Pedro Municipal Building  

638 S. Beacon Street 

Room 452 

 

Contact: Phil Nicolay, 310-469-4474 

 

1. Call to Order 

 

2. Approval of Agenda, Public Comment 

 

3. Discussion of LA Sanitation Clearwater Project and Preferred Alignment Recommend in 

the Draft Environmental Impact Report 

a.  Development of possible motion, or recommendations for the NC Board 

 

4. Discussion of Port of Los Angeles DEIR/DEIS for the USS Iowa Relocation to San Pedro 

Bay 

 

5. Port of Los Angeles Community Activities/Outreach/Update 

a. SP Slip, San Pedro Water Cut, Fries Avenue Grade Crossing, Berth 200 Rail Yard 

b. Update on upcoming projects requiring CEQA/NEPA Analysis 

c. Update on City Dock One 

d. Update on art project development 

 

6. PCAC Issues / Appellant Group / Action Items if any 

 

7.  New Items, future projects, topics of concern to the NWSPNC Board 
 

8. Adjournment - Next meeting March 27, 2012 

 
To Contact us: www.nwsanpedro.org, board@nwsanpedro.org, or 310-732-4522 

As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does not 
discriminate on the basis of disability and upon request will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure 
equal access to its programs, services, and activities.  Sign language interpreters, assisted listening 
devices, or other auxiliary aids and/or services may be provided upon request.  To ensure availability of 
services please make your request at least 3 business days (72 hours) prior to the meeting by contacting 
the Department of Neighborhood Empowerment at 213-485-1360. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Agenda for Clearwater Program public hearing in San Pedro 
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