
DESIGN IMPLEMENTATION GUIDELINES
WESTERN AVENUE    CORRIDOR

W Summerland Ave

Palos Verdes Drive N

REVISED DRAFT APRIL 2015  









Table of Contents
1   INTRODUCTION AND VISION 

2   ADMINISTRATION 

3   FRAMEWORK FOR STREET IMPROVEMENTS ....................

4   GUIDELINES FOR THE PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY ...................

5   GUIDELINES FOR PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT ........................

6   ACKNOWLEDGMENTS ......................................................

7

13

17

45

69

77





1



Outreach

felt that the corridor also needed to create diversity in its 

occupying the heart rather than the periphery of the 

of the study area is auto oriented; with a notably poor 
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and regulatory language to allow and even facilitate 

bonuses to developers in return for helping achieve a 

Provides an overview of how the design guidelines 
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consistent with the established vision and within the 

Rancho Palos Verdes  

are intended to provide guidance for the design and 
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between property lines on each side of the street 

April 2015 Design Guidelines includes the following 

will be selected through the public review and hearing 
process by both the City of Rancho Palos Verdes and the 

3

1By-right: Projects which meet all LAMC zoning 

Building and Safety.

Adopted ordinances that 
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Conceptual sketch of the type of character recommended for the Southern Segment. View looking north on Western Ave at Capitol Dr.

The design of storefronts and streetscape should 
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Conceptual sketch of the type of character recommended for the Middle Segment. View looking north on Western Ave at Westmont Dr.
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The 

WESTERN AVENUE DESIGN IMPLEMENTATION GUIDELINES  |  REVISED DRAFT APRIL 201536

CITY OF RANCHO PALOS VERDES

CITY OF LOS ANGELES

CITY OF LOMITA

CITY OF RANCHO PALOS VERDES

CITY OF LOMITA

CITY OF LOS ANGELES



Conceptual sketch of the type of character recommended for the Northern Segment. View looking south on Western Ave at Green 
Hills Cemetery.
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4.1 Streetscape and Street 

All trash receptacles should be selected to coordinate 

SITING

DESIGN
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Examples of Street Furniture
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planters should be considered as part of the 

such planters should be considered as part of the 

should be integrated directly into the architecture 
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The following resources were referenced to develop 

refuge island should be incorporated within the 
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Mid-Block CrossingMid-Block Crossing

Mid-Block Crossing Mid-Block Crossing and Paseo
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be placed where riders can safely and easily 
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Examples of Bikeways
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4.3 

to address the varying nature of each of the three 

corridor and should announce a sense of arrival 

Trees should provide shade to pedestrians and 

be carefully coordinated with the urban design of 
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in concert with sidewalk cafes and retail uses.
infrastructure” techniques are all encouraged. 

Examples of Landscape Design
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Avoidance of prohibited or invasive species

Triangularly spaced double tree rows are encouraged 
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SEGMENT
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SEGMENT
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SEGMENT
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change the character of the street edge beyond the 

cascade over top edge of retaining wall without 
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The following guidelines should be followed for the 

Pole signs
Signs obscuring windows

Signs projected onto a surface using light

incorporated into the design of streetscape 

WESTERN AVENUE DESIGN IMPLEMENTATION GUIDELINES  |  REVISED DRAFT APRIL 201562



Southern Segment Gateway Signage 
Looking North

Looking North and South

Northern Segment Gateway Signage
Looking South
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street width and restricted space within the pedestrian 

Public Art is encouraged in privately owned 

Examples of on-street engaging 

Art Program.

or exit from the City of Los Angeles. While a gateway monument of 

having some sort of gateway or entry signage is appropriate. 
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displayed along the northern segment of Western Avenue. This 
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The following standards underscore basic design 

WESTERN AVENUE DESIGN IMPLEMENTATION GUIDELINES  |  REVISED DRAFT APRIL 201570



71REVISED DRAFT APRIL 2015  |  SECTION 5 Guidelines for Private Development



5.2 Open Space

Pedestrian pathways should be provided 

such as a low hedge or seat wall but shall not be 
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designed urban street that supports a high 

the parcel and should not prevent proposed 

pedestrian-oriented street.
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All signs are subject to the review process of the 

Pole signs
Signs obscuring windows

Signs projected onto a surface using light

the sign addresses. 
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