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TO:

FROM:

MEMORANDUM

HONORABLE MAYOR & CI~OUNCIL MEMBERS

JOEL ROJAS, AICP, COM DEVELOPMENT
DIRECTOR

DATE: APRIL 5, 2011

SUBJECT: BORDER ISSUES STATUS REPORT~n

REVIEWED: CAROLYN LEHR, CITY MANAGER~

Project Manager: Kit Fox, AICP, Associate Planner (jJ)
RECOMMENDATION

Receive and file the current report on the status of Border Issues.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This month's report includes:

• A report on the preparation of the traffic study for the revised Ponte Vista project in
Los Angeles (San Pedro);

• A brief update on the proposed ChandlerRanch/Rolling Hills Country Club project in
Rolling Hills Estates and Torrance;

• A final report on the revised proposal for the expansion of Rolling Hills Covenant
Church in Rolling Hills Estates; and,

• A brief update on the status of the proposal for stadium lights at Palos Verdes
Peninsula High School in Rolling Hills Estates.

BACKGROUND

The following is the regular bi-monthly report to the City Council on various "Border Issues"
potentially affecting the residents of Rancho Palos Verdes. The complete text of the
current status report is available for review on the City's website at:

http://palosverdes.com/rpv/planning/border issues/2010/20110405 Borderlssues StatusRpt.cfm
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DISCUSSION 
 
Current Border Issues 
 
Ponte Vista Project at Former Navy Housing Site, Los Angeles (San Pedro) 
 
On February 24, 2011, the Planning and Land Use Committee of the Northwest San Pedro 
Neighborhood Council (NWSPNC) received a presentation on the preparation of the new 
traffic study for the revised, 1,135-unit Ponte Vista project.  The developer’s traffic 
consultant reviewed the methodology to be employed in the preparation of the report, 
including the gathering of new traffic count data in Fall 2010; the new trip-generation 
assumptions to be used for the project; and the addition of several more study intersections 
(based upon public comments on the traffic study for the previous proposal), including 
Western Avenue and Peninsula Verde Drive.  Attached are draft figures and tables 
summarizing the related projects to be included in the cumulative projects analysis; 
weekday and Saturday traffic counts conducted in 2010; and the trip-generation 
assumptions for the revised, 1,135-unit proposal.  A follow-up session to present 
preliminary traffic study results to the Planning and Land Use Committee was tentatively 
scheduled for March 31, 2011.  Staff will continue to monitor this project in future Border 
Issues reports. 
 
Chandler Ranch/Rolling Hills Country Club Project, Rolling Hills Estates and Torrance 
 
On January 31, 2011, the Rolling Hills Estates Planning Commission was scheduled to 
continue its deliberations on the Chandler Ranch/Rolling Hills Country Club project.  
However, the project applicant requested a continuance to allow additional time to resolve 
issues with the equestrian community (see attached Staff report and Daily Breeze article).  
The public hearing was continued again to April 4, 2011. 
 
On March 8, 2011, the Rolling Hills Estates City Council met in a special joint session with 
the Park and Activities Commission and the Equestrian Committee to discuss possible 
means to offset the loss of the horse overlay and a proposed equestrian trail on the project 
site (see attached list).  The project developer is proposing to guarantee $2 million in 
equestrian-related improvements elsewhere in the City of Rolling Hills Estates if it is 
relieved of the obligation to comply with the horse overlay and construct an equestrian trail 
(see attached PV News article of March 10, 2011).  Overall, the developer’s proposal has 
received a favorable response so far.  Staff will continue to monitor this project in future 
Border Issues reports. 
 
Rolling Hills Covenant Church Expansion Project, Rolling Hills Estates 
 
On January 31, 2011, the Rolling Hills Estates Planning Commission adopted a resolution 
recommending approval of the revised Rolling Hills Covenant Church project to the Rolling 
Hills Estates City Council.  After being postponed from February 8, 2011, at the applicant’s 
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request, the City Council subsequently granted approval of the project on February 22, 
2011.  Copies of the Planning Commission and City Council Staff reports are attached.  
Staff will remove this project from future Border Issues reports. 
 
Peninsula High School Stadium Lights Proposal, Palos Verdes Peninsula Unified School 
District/Rolling Hills Estates 
 
At its regular meeting of January 27, 2011, the School Board received an informational item 
regarding the stadium lights proposal for Peninsula High School (see attached Daily Breeze 
and PV News articles and Staff report).  As discussed in the Staff report, the purpose of 
agendizing this matter was to “re-state and clarify action taken at the July 22, 2010, Board 
of Education meeting that authorized the Palos Verdes Peninsula High School Stadium 
Lights Steering Committee to raise limited funds in order to develop necessary plans, 
documentation, and estimated costs for the installation of stadium lights at Palos Verdes 
Peninsula High School.”  At the meeting, several residents surrounding the campus 
expressed their continued objections to this proposal.  Based upon comments attributed to 
project proponents in the attached PV News article, an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) 
will be prepared once fundraising has reached $250,000.  Staff will continue to monitor this 
project in future Border Issues reports. 
 
New Border Issues 
 
There are no new Border Issues on which to report at this time. 
 
 
Attachments: 

• Draft figures and tables from the Ponte Vista traffic study 
• RHE PC Staff report for the Chandler Ranch/Rolling Hills Country Club project 

(dated 1/31/11) 
• Daily Breeze article regarding the Chandler Ranch/Rolling Hills Country Club project 

(published 2/2/11) 
• PV News item regarding equestrian issues and the Chandler Ranch/Rolling Hills 

Country Club project (published 3/3/11) 
• List of “Proposed City-Wide Equestrian Improvements” related to the Chandler 

Ranch/Rolling Hills Country Club project (dated 3/8/11) 
• PV News article regarding equestrian issues and the Chandler Ranch/Rolling Hills 

Country Club project (published 3/10/11) 
• RHE PC Staff report for the Rolling Hills Covenant Church project (dated 1/31/11) 
• RHE CC Staff report for the Rolling Hills Covenant Church project (dated 2/8/11) 
• Daily Breeze article regarding the Rolling Hills Covenant Church project (published 

2/10/11) 
• RHE CC Staff report for the Rolling Hills Covenant Church project (dated 2/22/11) 
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Attachments (cont’d): 

• PV News article regarding the Rolling Hills Covenant Church project (published 
2/24/11) 

• Daily Breeze article regarding the Peninsula High School stadium lights proposal 
(published 1/27/11) 

• PVPUSD Board of Education Staff report regarding Peninsula High School stadium 
lights proposal (dated 1/27/11) 

• PV News article regarding the Peninsula High School stadium lights proposal 
(published 2/10/11) 

• E-mail from Mark Sturgeon regarding the Peninsula High School stadium lights 
proposal (received 2/16/11) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
M:\Border Issues\Staff Reports\20110405_BorderIssues_StaffRpt.doc 
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Table 5-1
EXISTING TRAFFIC VOLUMES

 

AM PEAK HOUR PM PEAK HOUR
NO. INTERSECTION DATE DIR BEGAN VOLUME BEGAN VOLUME

1 Hawthorne Boulevard/ 09/28/2010 NB 8:15 2,479 5:00 2,520
Sepulveda Boulevard [1] SB 1,906 2,899

EB 1,460 1,294
WB 1,385 1,789

2 Hawthorne Boulevard/ 09/28/2010 NB 7:30 1,641 5:00 1,216
Pacific Coast Highway [1] SB 1,325 2,110

EB 1,702 1,593
WB 1,359 1,467

3 Hawthorne Boulevard/ 09/28/2010 NB 7:45 1,251 5:00 940
Palos Verdes Drive [1] SB 958 1,427

EB 931 628
WB 736 739

4 Crenshaw Boulevard/ 09/29/2010 NB 7:45 1,677 5:00 2,037
Sepulveda Boulevard [1] SB 1,239 1,859

EB 1,432 1,684
WB 2,243 1,836

5 Crenshaw Boulevard/ 09/29/2010 NB 7:45 1,202 3:15 1,959
Lomita Boulevard [1] SB 1,636 1,852

EB 737 1,609
WB 1,704 1,224

6 Crenshaw Boulevard/ 09/29/2010 NB 7:30 1,441 3:15 1,075
Pacific Coast Highway [1] SB 1,027 1,232

EB 1,314 1,599
WB 2,656 1,994

7 Crenshaw Boulevard/ 09/30/2010 NB 7:30 1,367 5:00 1,015
Palos Verdes Drive [1] SB 948 1,146

EB 944 871
WB 955 958

8 Arlington Avenue/ 09/30/2010 NB 7:30 666 3:00 547
Lomita Boulevard [1] SB 423 545

EB 989 1,549
WB 1,595 1,231

9 Narbonne Avenue/ 09/30/2010 NB 7:30 761 5:00 474
Pacific Coast Highway [1] SB 415 618

EB 1,685 2,063
WB 2,350 2,093

10 Palos Verdes Drive East/ 10/07/2010 NB 7:30 730 5:00 415
Palos Verdes Drive North [1] SB 302 520

EB 1,324 1,326
WB 1,214 1,239

[1] Counts conducted by Accutek Traffic Data, Inc. [3] Counts conducted by The Traffic Solution
[2] Counts conducted by City Traffic Counters

LINSCOTT, LAW & GREENSPAN, engineers LLG Ref: 1-10-3861-1
Ponte Vista at San Pedro Project
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Table 5-1 (Continued)
EXISTING TRAFFIC VOLUMES

 

AM PEAK HOUR PM PEAK HOUR
NO. INTERSECTION DATE DIR BEGAN VOLUME BEGAN VOLUME

11 Western Avenue/ 10/07/2010 NB 7:15 1,477 5:00 1,184
Sepulveda Boulevard [1] SB 1,188 1,388

EB 1,339 1,766
WB 2,058 1,779

12 Western Avenue/ 10/07/2010 NB 7:30 1,359 5:00 908
Lomita Boulevard [1] SB 1,150 1,263

EB 1,237 1,767
WB 1,186 1,142

13 Western Avenue/ 10/12/2010 NB 7:30 1,388 5:00 1,142
Pacific Coast Highway [1] SB 891 1,031

EB 1,928 1,903
WB 1,895 1,659

14 Western Avenue/ 10/12/2010 NB 7:30 1,060 5:00 777
Anaheim Street [1] SB 963 1,329

EB 4 1
WB 638 474

15 Western Avenue/ 09/28/2010 NB 7:15 1,945 5:00 1,247
Palos Verdes Drive North [2] SB 776 995

EB 1,465 1,410
WB 984 1,179

16 Western Avenue/ 09/28/2010 NB 7:15 1,918 5:00 1,212
Peninsula Verde Drive [2] SB 1,152 1,642

EB 23 15
WB 0 0

17 Western Avenue/ 09/28/2010 NB 7:15 2,043 5:00 1,185
Green Hills Drive [2] SB 1,126 1,640

EB 1 30
WB 0 0

18 Western Avenue/ 09/28/2010 NB 7:30 1,758 5:00 1,181
Avenida Aprenda [2] SB 950 1,640

EB 455 101
WB 0 0

19 Western Avenue/ 09/28/2010 NB 7:45 1,710 5:00 1,180
Fitness Drive [2] SB 964 1,637

EB 0 0
WB 112 37

20 Western Avenue/ 09/28/2010 NB 7:30 1,600 5:00 1,215
Westmont Drive [2] SB 936 1,547

EB 315 134
WB 593 539

[1] Counts conducted by Accutek Traffic Data, Inc. [3] Counts conducted by The Traffic Solution
[2] Counts conducted by City Traffic Counters

LINSCOTT, LAW & GREENSPAN, engineers LLG Ref: 1-10-3861-1
Ponte Vista at San Pedro Project

2-19

shender
Draft



Table 5-1 (Continued)
EXISTING TRAFFIC VOLUMES

 

AM PEAK HOUR PM PEAK HOUR
NO. INTERSECTION DATE DIR BEGAN VOLUME BEGAN VOLUME

21 Western Avenue/ 09/28/2010 NB 7:30 1,672 5:00 1,335
Toscanini Drive [2] SB 1,009 1,558

EB 348 98
WB 163 77

22 Western Avenue/ 09/28/2010 NB 7:30 1,724 5:00 1,245
Caddington Drive [2] SB 1,296 1,581

EB 160 270
WB 37 45

23 Western Avenue/ 09/28/2010 NB 7:30 1,504 5:00 1,299
Capitol Drive [2] SB 1,250 1,648

EB 299 210
WB 460 450

24 Western Avenue/ 09/29/2010 NB 7:15 1,717 5:00 1,561
Park Western Drive [2] SB 1,154 1,528

EB 11 29
WB 232 347

25 Western Avenue/ 09/29/2010 NB 7:30 1,731 4:30 1,465
Crestwood Street [2] SB 1,233 1,572

EB 332 200
WB 104 318

26 Western Avenue/ 09/29/2010 NB 7:30 1,327 5:00 1,202
Summerland Avenue [2] SB 1,267 1,683

EB 115 65
WB 653 565

27 Western Avenue/ 09/29/2010 NB 7:30 1,524 4:45 1,291
1st Street [2] SB 1,166 1,627

EB 322 264
WB 522 645

28 Western Avenue/ 09/29/2010 NB 7:30 975 5:00 907
Weymouth Avenue [2] SB 1,272 1,640

EB 134 66
WB 505 411

29 Western Avenue/ 09/29/2010 NB 7:30 1,118 4:45 974
9th Street [2] SB 767 1,152

EB 207 351
WB 339 309

30 Western Avenue/ 09/29/2010 NB 7:30 202 4:45 246
25th Street [2] SB 737 849

EB 761 776
WB 527 456

[1] Counts conducted by Accutek Traffic Data, Inc. [3] Counts conducted by The Traffic Solution
[2] Counts conducted by City Traffic Counters

LINSCOTT, LAW & GREENSPAN, engineers LLG Ref: 1-10-3861-1
Ponte Vista at San Pedro Project
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Table 5-1 (Continued)
EXISTING TRAFFIC VOLUMES

 

AM PEAK HOUR PM PEAK HOUR
NO. INTERSECTION DATE DIR BEGAN VOLUME BEGAN VOLUME

31 Weymouth Avenue/ 09/29/2010 NB 7:30 418 3:00 272
9th Street [2] SB 263 294

EB 355 306
WB 430 378

32 Normandie Avenue/ 10/12/2010 NB 7:30 800 4:30 613
Sepulveda Boulevard [1] SB 645 816

EB 1,451 1,739
WB 2,018 1,663

33 Normandie Avenue/ 10/13/2010 NB 7:30 772 4:45 670
Lomita Boulevard [1] SB 770 892

EB 1,517 1,626
WB 1,370 1,137

34 Normandie Avenue/ 10/13/2010 NB 7:30 536 4:45 717
Pacific Coast Highway [1] SB 625 618

EB 1,856 1,663
WB 1,838 1,702

35 Vermont Avenue/ 10/13/2010 NB 7:30 1,077 4:45 646
Normandie Avenue [1] SB 495 436

EB 284 0
WB 0 0

36 Vermont Ave-Palos Verdes N- 10/14/2010 NB 7:15 816 4:45 552
Gaffey Street/ SB 715 937
Anaheim Street [1] EB 447 538

WB 1,003 1,027
NEB 1,519 1,036

37 Gaffey Street/ 10/12/2010 NB 7:30 1,134 4:30 1,114
Westmont Drive [3] SB 688 935

EB 711 378
WB 39 280

38 Gaffey Street/ 10/12/2010 NB 7:30 1,216 4:45 1,319
Capitol Drive [3] SB 874 1,145

EB 533 334
WB 0 0

39 Gaffey Street/ 10/12/2010 NB 7:15 1,309 4:30 1,270
Channel Street [3] SB 1,207 1,240

EB 601 510
WB 597 614

40 Gaffey Street/ 10/12/2010 NB 7:15 1,172 4:45 1,040
Miraflores Ave-I110 SB Ramps [3] SB 1,027 1,036

EB 78 61
WB 438 391

[1] Counts conducted by Accutek Traffic Data, Inc. [3] Counts conducted by The Traffic Solution
[2] Counts conducted by City Traffic Counters

LINSCOTT, LAW & GREENSPAN, engineers LLG Ref: 1-10-3861-1
Ponte Vista at San Pedro Project
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Table 5-1 (Continued)
EXISTING TRAFFIC VOLUMES

 

AM PEAK HOUR PM PEAK HOUR
NO. INTERSECTION DATE DIR BEGAN VOLUME BEGAN VOLUME

41 Gaffey Street/ 10/12/2010 NB 7:15 562 4:45 735
Summerland Avenue [3] SB 524 728

EB 513 248
WB 838 1,109

42 Gaffey Street/ 10/12/2010 NB 7:15 2,877 4:45 2,483
I-110 NB and SB Ramps- SB 812 1,170
SR-47 EB On-Ramp [3] EB 0 0

WB 1,357 1,894

43 Gaffey Street/ 09/29/2010 NB 7:15 1,097 3:30 1,013
9th Street [3] SB 821 1,039

EB 628 470
WB 361 326

44 Vermont Avenue/ 10/13/2010 NB 7:15 1,051 4:45 1,097
Sepulveda Boulevard [3] SB 786 942

EB 1,473 1,835
WB 2,442 2,105

45 Vermont Avenue/ 10/13/2010 NB 7:30 595 4:45 709
Lomita Boulevard [3] SB 876 930

EB 1,187 1,435
WB 1,326 924

46 Vermont Avenue/ 10/13/2010 NB 7:30 560 4:45 693
Pacific Coast Highway [3] SB 653 530

EB 1,701 1,544
WB 2,079 1,809

47 I-110 Southbound Ramps 10/26/2010 NB 7:30 0 5:00 0
Pacific Coast Highway [3] SB 2,002 2,248

EB 1,686 1,753
WB 1,369 1,056

48 Figueroa Place/ 10/14/2010 NB 7:45 198 5:00 84
I-110 Southbound Off-Ramp [3] SB 114 154

EB 31 20
WB 874 1,170

49 Figueroa Place/ 10/14/2010 NB 7:45 52 4:45 36
Anaheim Street [3] SB 670 1,188

EB 1,258 1,150
WB 930 794

50 Figueroa Street/ 10/13/2010 NB 7:15 573 5:00 507
Sepulveda Boulevard [3] SB 545 456

EB 1,155 1,529
WB 1,263 1,100

[1] Counts conducted by Accutek Traffic Data, Inc. [3] Counts conducted by The Traffic Solution
[2] Counts conducted by City Traffic Counters

LINSCOTT, LAW & GREENSPAN, engineers LLG Ref: 1-10-3861-1
Ponte Vista at San Pedro Project
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Table 5-1 (Continued)
EXISTING TRAFFIC VOLUMES

 
28-Feb-11

AM PEAK HOUR PM PEAK HOUR
NO. INTERSECTION DATE DIR BEGAN VOLUME BEGAN VOLUME

51 Figueroa Street/ 10/26/2010 NB 7:30 1,893 5:00 1,929
I-110 Northbound On-Ramp [3] SB 348 363
(north of PCH) EB 0 0

WB 7 11

52 Figueroa Street/ 10/26/2010 NB 7:45 867 5:00 935
Pacific Coast Highway [3] SB 214 317

EB 1,933 2,484
WB 1,585 1,227

53 Figueroa Street/ 10/14/2010 NB 7:45 1,227 5:00 1,118
I-110 NB on-ramp [3] SB 217 165
(north of Anaheim Street) EB 0 0

WB 187 97

54 Figueroa Street/ 10/14/2010 NB 7:15 668 4:45 685
Anaheim Street [3] SB 243 175

EB 1,342 1,410
WB 785 859

55 Wilmington Boulevard/ 10/26/2010 NB 7:15 940 5:00 560
Pacific Coast Highway [3] SB 409 528

EB 1,114 1,674
WB 1,408 1,208

56 Wilmington Boulevard/ 10/14/2010 NB 7:15 381 4:30 254
Anaheim Street [3] SB 357 420

EB 771 1,042
WB 718 849

[1] Accutek Traffic Data, Inc. [3] Counts conducted by The Traffic Solution
[2]ed by City Traffic Counters

LINSCOTT, LAW & GREENSPAN, engineers LLG Ref: 1-10-3861-1
Ponte Vista at San Pedro Project
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Table 5-2
EXISTING SATURDAY TRAFFIC VOLUMES [1]

SATURDAY PEAK HOUR
NO. INTERSECTION DATE DIR BEGAN VOLUME

11 Western Avenue/ 09/25/2010 NB 12:30 1,099
Sepulveda Boulevard SB 762

EB 1,492
WB 1,570

12 Western Avenue/ 09/25/2010 NB 12:00 814
Lomita Boulevard SB 929

EB 1,030
WB 862

13 Western Avenue/ 09/25/2010 NB 12:00 1,192
Pacific Coast Highway SB 848

EB 1,892
WB 1,586

14 Western Avenue/ 09/25/2010 NB 12:15 900
Anaheim Street SB 974

EB 0
WB 419

15 Western Avenue/ 09/25/2010 NB 11:15 1,425
Palos Verdes Drive North SB 750

EB 1,172
WB 762

16 Western Avenue/ 11/13/2010 NB 12:00 1,430
Peninsula Verde Drive SB 1,315

EB 18
WB 0

17 Western Avenue/ 09/25/2010 NB 12:15 1,324
Green Hills Drive SB 1,288

EB 123
WB 0

18 Western Avenue/ 09/25/2010 NB 11:15 1,381
Avenida Aprenda SB 1,166

EB 130
WB 0

19 Western Avenue/ 11/13/2010 NB 11:45 1,419
Fitness Drive SB 1,211

EB 0
WB 47

20 Western Avenue/ 09/25/2010 NB 11:45 1,447
Westmont Drive SB 1,174

EB 105
WB 522

[1] Counts conducted by City Traffic Counters.

LINSCOTT, LAW & GREENSPAN, engineers LLG Ref. 1-10-3861-1
Ponte Vista at San Pedro Project
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Table 5-2 (Continued)
EXISTING SATURDAY TRAFFIC VOLUMES [1]

SATURDAY PEAK HOUR
NO. INTERSECTION DATE DIR BEGAN VOLUME

21 Western Avenue/ 10/02/2010 NB 12:30 1,548
Toscanini Drive SB 1,463

EB 90
WB 131

22 Western Avenue/ 10/02/2010 NB 12:00 1,408
Caddington Drive SB 1,469

EB 250
WB 21

23 Western Avenue/ 10/02/2010 NB 12:00 1,469
Capitol Drive SB 1,675

EB 201
WB 435

24 Western Avenue/ 10/02/2010 NB 12:00 1,544
Park Western Drive SB 1,422

EB 39
WB 319

25 Western Avenue/ 10/02/2010 NB 12:00 1,581
Crestwood Street SB 1,435

EB 197
WB 331

26 Western Avenue/ 10/02/2010 NB 12:00 1,344
Summerland Avenue SB 1,471

EB 62
WB 388

27 Western Avenue/ 10/02/2010 NB 11:30 1,486
W. 1st Street SB 1,338

EB 236
WB 481

[1] Counts conducted by City Traffic Counters.

LINSCOTT, LAW & GREENSPAN, engineers LLG Ref. 1-10-3861-1
Ponte Vista at San Pedro Project
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 Rolling Hills Estates  
hearing on Chandler  
Ranch moved to April 
 

 By Melissa Pamer Staff Writer 
 
Posted: 02/01/2011 06:25:11 PM PST 
 
Updated: 02/02/2011 11:14:02 AM PST 
 

 A long-planned and controversial residential  
development in Rolling Hills Estates will return  
for a hearing in April, following a Planning  
Commission action this week.  
 
The commission on Monday moved to continue  
hearings on the 114-home Chandler Ranch  
project at the request of representatives of the  
development, which includes a construction  
waste landfill and adjacent Rolling Hills Country  
Club.  
 
The project's backers reported to the city that  
they are seeking to work out differences with  
local equestrians, some of whom are critical of  
the development because it would not include  
horse facilities and would not complete a desired  
horse trail.  
 
The project will be considered again on April 4,  
according to city Principal Planner Niki Cutler.  
 
- Melissa Pamer  
 

Advertisement

Page 1 of 1Format Dynamics :: CleanPrint :: http://www.dailybreeze.com/news/ci_17263886

2/2/2011http://www.dailybreeze.com/fdcp?1296675577523
2-36



 

City Beats 
 
 
Thursday, March 3, 2011 11:20 AM PST 

RANCHO PALOS VERDES 
 
Palos Verdes Marathon will happen on May 14 
 
The city of Rancho Palos Verdes gave final approval for the Palos Verdes Marathon Monday night at a 
specially scheduled public hearing. 
 
The race, organized by the Rolling Hills Estates Kiwanis Club, will take place on May 14, start in RPV and run 
along Palos Verdes Drive into Palos Verdes Estates and back. 
 
This was the third meeting the council had regarding the marathon, which needed to be rushed through the 
approval process for organizers to break even on the event. 
 
Nobody spoke against the marathon at the meeting, and the race’s permit was approved with a 5-0 vote. 
 
For more information, visit www.palosverdes.com/marathon. 
 
— Jeremiah Dobruck 
 
ROLLING HILLS ESTATES 
 
Equestrian meeting scheduled for Chandler project 
 
The equestrian community and developers of the Chandler Ranch project are looking for a solution to 
mitigate the loss of a chunk of the horsekeeping zone in Rolling Hills Estates. 
 
They are inviting members of the horse community and residents in general to a joint meeting on Tuesday, 
March 8 at 6 p.m. at City Hall to discuss options. 
 
The proposed Chandler Ranch development sits at the entrance of RHE along Palos Verdes Drive East. It 
includes an expansion of the Rolling Hills Country Club, an Arnold Palmer-designed golf course and up to 114 
new homes. 
 
The homes would not be designed for horsekeeping despite being in a zone that requires it. It also would not 
complete a horse trail, which the city had planned to require of a developer. 
 
On Tuesday, the Equestrian Committee, City Council, Chandler representatives and the Horseman’s 
Association will meet to discuss what improvements the horse community should receive in place of the lost 
overlay and trail. 
 
The public is invited to hear ideas and give its input. 
 
— Jeremiah Dobruck 
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A deal for the horses 
 
By Jeremiah Dobruck, Peninsula News 
Thursday, March 10, 2011 12:46 PM PST 

Chandler development could provide $2 million in equestrian amenities. 
 
RHE — Dozens of new amenities could be built for the equestrian community as part of a deal that involves 
zoning changes in the proposed Chandler Ranch development. 
 
The Chandler Co. and the Rolling Hills Country Club are currently traversing the city’s planning process 
trying to finalize plans for a 224-acre expansion to the country club that includes 114 homes and a golf 
course at the entrance to Rolling Hills Estates along Palos Verdes Drive East. 
 
The area, which is currently occupied by Chandler’s Sand and Gravel Facility, is zoned to require any housing 
lots be built large enough for keeping horses. But in order to build 114 homes on smaller lots and golf-
course-adjacent homes, developers are asking RHE to lift the horse requirements. 
 
Chandler and RHCC also are asking the city to remove a stipulation making them complete a horse trail that 
would cut directly through the golf course. 
 
To compensate, developers and the horse community are starting to draft an agreement that would 
guarantee $2 million of equestrian-related improvements throughout the city if the requirements are lifted. 
 
On Tuesday night, the equestrian community and general public got a glimpse at the kind of improvements 
that could happen. 
 
Dale Allen, president of the Palos Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s Association, presented a list of possible 
improvements with the help of Patrick Killen, an architect working on the project. 
 
“This would be a way to allow the Chandler project to eliminate a portion of their obligations and be able to 
upgrade the equestrian community at large by doing these capital improvements,” Killen said. 
 
The gem of the improvements could be at Ernie Howlett Park: a covered arena with grandstands, stalls to 
rent out during events and bathrooms. Killen also presented dozens of other possible improvements 
scattered throughout RHE. 
 
No project, however, is set in stone. 
 
“This shopping list is something we put together sometime back, and it could be very flexible,” Allen said. 
 
The point of this meeting was to begin educating the public and City Council, and soliciting input from the 
horse community about improvements they would want. 
 
Currently, there is no guarantee the project will go through. 
 
The Planning Commission is looking at the Chandler Ranch proposal, and the next meeting to discuss it is 
planned for April 4. 
 
If they get through the planning process the plans will go to the City Council for the final say. 
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While this is going on, developers, Dale Allen and the team representing the equestrian community are 
drafting the agreement to guarantee the $2 million for horse-related improvements. 
 
RHE already knows developers will be required to pay a $2.6-million chunk of fees that the city is required to 
put back into parks and recreation budgets as mitigation. If the city agrees to earmark $1 million of that 
money to the equestrian improvements, Chandler has offered to contribute an additional $1 million to the 
cause. 
 
“We think it goes much, much further in terms of preserving the equestrian legacy in the city than building 
some houses that happen to have the horse overlay on it or a trail that some people had indicated is really 
not that quality,” Mike Cope, representing Chandler, said. 
 
Chandler’s and the country club’s benefit from this deal would be the ability to build 114 houses instead of 
74 homes on the larger lots required by the horse overlay. Cope previously said building only 74 homes 
could kill the project. 
 
All the improvements hinge on whether an agreement is drafted and if the city gives final approval to the 
Chandler Ranch development. 
 
So far though, indications have been positive. On Saturday at the City Council’s policy development session, 
members made a policy decision to support the swap. 
 
That policy decision does not take into account any details that may come up in the final contract. And Doug 
Prichard, RHE’s city manager, reminded attendees that the devil is in the details. 
 
“Council has set a policy agreement, but it’s not binding until they sign on the dotted line,” Prichard said. 
 
The Horsemen’s Association is soliciting suggestions of what improvements the equestrian community wants 
to see. They can be sent to Allen at daleallen39@cox.net. 
 
jdobruck@pvnews.com 
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 Rolling Hills Covenant  
Church expansion  
hearing postponed 
 

 By Melissa Pamer Staff Writer 
 
Posted: 02/09/2011 07:02:55 PM PST 
 
Updated: 02/09/2011 07:03:18 PM PST 
 

 A hearing on a long-desired expansion of Rolling  
Hills Covenant Church has been postponed until  
Feb. 22.  
 
The Rolling Hills Estates City Council on Tuesday  
continued its hearing on the plans at the request  
of church officials.  
 
The church wants to add a 16,000-square-foot  
addition to its campus on Palos Verdes Drive  
North. The application does not include an  
expansion of the sanctuary, which had been an  
element of a proposal that drew neighborhood  
opposition in past years.  
 
The council also on Tuesday approved a $38,500  
engineering contract for work on scaled-down  
improvements to the Peter Weber Equestrian  
Center.  
 
- Melissa Pamer  
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A decade of planning pays off 
 
By Jeremiah Dobruck, Peninsula News 
Thursday, February 24, 2011 10:57 AM PST 

Church’s expansion with a controversial past is about to be approved. 
 
RHE — Rolling Hills Covenant Church is nearing the end of a saga. 
 
At a quiet meeting with no objection, Rolling Hills Estates City Council moved within one step of approving 
the church’s expansion that — through the last decade — brought threats of lawsuits, packed council 
chambers and public speakers so passionate they were ejected from meetings. 
 
Almost a decade ago, when the church at 2222 Palos Verdes Drive North first proposed an expansion, the 
surrounding community balked. After that, four separate proposals were denied by the Planning Commission 
or City Council, with the last one coming in 2006. 
 
Now, more than four years later, the same City Council members who shot down multiple attempts, glowed 
during Covenant Church’s plans at Tuesday night’s council meeting. 
 
"I’m so delighted to be sitting here and looking at this so many years later because it comes kind of full 
circle," Councilman Frank Zerunyan said. "It’s really nice to see. It’s nice to be here today." 
 
The key and calming difference in Covenant Church’s plan is the sanctuary. 
 
The original plans including a new 2,500-seat sanctuary drew residents’ ire, as did proposals for a 2,200-
seat sanctuary, a 1,650-seat sanctuary and a 1,500-seat sanctuary. 
 
The idea of adding that many people and parking spaces to a rural neighborhood in RHE had neighbors up in 
arms. They continually attacked the idea and the church’s proposals. 
 
Since the last denial in 2006, Covenant Church members embarked on a journey to find a solution that 
neighbors would support and the city would approve. 
 
What they came up with is a 16,232-square-foot expansion including a reception area, choir room, office 
space, Sunday school rooms, deck, bathrooms and — most importantly — no enlarged sanctuary. 
 
"We worked really hard to get with our neighbors to find a project that they could live with and support and 
one that we could live with and support," Craig Knickerbocker, the chairman of the expansion team at 
Covenant Church, said. 
 
Apparently they found one. No public speakers opposed the expansion either at the Planning Commission or 
City Council level. 
 
"We all kind of assumed there would be somebody or some group of people that would come out of the 
woodwork and have a problem with it because you just can’t please everybody all the time, but in this case I 
think we did please everybody," Knickerbocker said. "That was really neat to see from everybody’s 
standpoint." 
 
In fact, staunch opponents of the previous expansion plans took part in approving the new project. 
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On the night Covenant Church's new proposal came before the Planning Commission, Tim Scott was selected 
to chair the body. 
 
Scott, a real estate lawyer, was one of the residents attacking previous plans for the expansion, but this 
proposal was different. 
 
"I loved it when I saw Tim Scott’s signature on the resolution [approving it]," Zerunyan said. "Only in Rolling 
Hills Estates." 
 
There were a few bumps in the road for this plan. 
 
The church will have to move an equestrian trail, and the city approved for the first time using a percolating 
pavement as counting toward both a landscaping and parking requirement for institutional zones. 
 
But in comparison to overflowing council chambers, the issues were minor. 
 
Because it built up almost $18 million in its expansion fund and this expansion is smaller than any it planned 
before, the church has used the fund for other projects. 
 
The church purchased a community center in Peninsula Center that can house congregants who won’t fit in 
the unchanged sanctuary. It planted churches in Wilmington, Gardena, Torrance and Manhattan Beach. And 
it sent a quarter million dollars each to build a women’s shelter in Wilmington, to support an aids orphanage 
in South Africa and to build a small hospital in the Congo, Kinkerbocker said. 
 
All that’s left is for the City Council to introduce a final ordinance for a second reading at its next meeting 
and approve it. Barring the unforeseen, the expansion is a go, Knickerbocker said. 
 
"We are just thrilled that our neighbors are happy and our congregation is happy because we want to be 
good neighbors and we want to reach out to our community," he said. 
 
jdobruck@pvnews.com 
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 Palos Verdes Peninsula  
school board to discuss  
Peninsula High stadium  
lighting 
 

 By Melissa Pamer Staff Writer 
 
Posted: 01/26/2011 06:34:10 PM PST 
 
Updated: 01/26/2011 06:44:45 PM PST 

 The Palos Verdes Peninsula school board tonight  
will again turn to the controversial issue of a  
proposal for stadium lighting at a local high  
school.  
 
Superintendent Walker Williams said he intends  
to clarify the board's action last summer that  
allowed a group of parents and alumni to raise  
funds for a stadium lights plan at Palos Verdes  
Peninsula High in Rolling Hills Estates.  
 
Following a fundraising mailer recently sent out  
by the committee backing the lighting plan,  
Williams said he has received letters from  
concerned citizens who live around the school.  
 
The proposal has not yet received school board  
approval, but the panel did vote to let the  
committee move forward with fundraising.  
 
A vote on the lighting plan itself has not yet  
been scheduled, and the board is not set to take  
any action tonight.  

Williams also will discuss budget cuts that the  
Palos Verdes Peninsula Unified School District  
could face in the coming school year.  
 
The 6:30 p.m. meeting is at 375 Via Almar, Palos  
Verdes Estates.  
 
- Melissa Pamer  
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Palos Verdes Peninsula 
USD  
Created : January 27, 2011 at 08:36 AM 

Meeting: Regular Meeting : O. Information  

1. Review of Board Action Related to the Palos Verdes 
Peninsula High School Stadium Lights Steering Committee 
Project  
January 27, 2011  
Status:   

 

 

Quick Summary / Recommended Action  
Presented as an information item.  
 
 
Current Considerations  
Staff will re-state and clarify action taken at the July 22, 2010, Board of Education meeting 
that authorized the Palos Verdes Peninsula High School Stadium Lights Steering Committee 
to raise limited funds in order to develop necessary plans, documentation, and estimated 
costs for the installation of stadium lights at Palos Verdes Peninsula High School.  
 
 
 
Associated File Attachments  

Exhibit A - Board Policy 3290.1, Capital Campaigns/Project - Facilities (Files)  
Exhibit B - Administrative Regulation 3290.1, Capital Campaigns/Project - Facilities 
(Files)  
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Palos Verdes Peninsula USD 

Board Policy 
Capital Campaigns/Project-Facilities 
 
BP 3290.1  
Business and Noninstructional Operations 
 
 
The Board of Education recognizes that members of individual school communities may wish to 
organize capital campaigns to raise funds to build or modify facilities for their respective 
schools.  Capital campaigns are defined as any project for which funds are specifically raised 
and that require approval from the Division of the State Architect (DSA). 
 
While the Board is supportive of such activities, and welcomes the interest and participation of 
members of the school community, it recognizes that these activities may not be the primary 
function of the school or district.  Even though these fundraising activities are independent of 
the school and district, they are governed by all applicable provisions of the Education Code as 
well as the policies and administrative regulations of the district. 
 
While greatly appreciating suitable donations, the Board discourages any gift(s), which may 
directly or indirectly impair its commitment to providing equal educational opportunities for all 
students. 
 
Organizers of capital campaigns shall be especially careful not to seek advantages for the 
activities they support if those advantages might be detrimental to other school/district programs 
and or support groups, including the PTA and Peninsula Education Foundation.  In order to 
protect the district and its programs, the Superintendent with approval of the Board, shall 
establish appropriate controls for activities related to fundraising for capital campaigns/projects. 
 
Any fundraising by a school connected organization for a facilities related project must be 
approved by the Board prior to the initiation of fundraising activities. 
 
 
 
Policy PALOS VERDES PENINSULA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
adopted:  June 29, 2006 Palos Verdes Estates, California 
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Palos Verdes Peninsula USD 

Administrative Regulation 
Capital Campaigns/Project-Facilities 
 
AR 3290.1  
Business and Noninstructional Operations 
 
 
Any school connected organization whose purpose is to raise funds to build or modify facilities 
at a school site or on any other district property shall comply with the following guidelines. 
 
1. Prior to initiating fundraising activities for a capital campaign/project, the school 
organization and/or principal shall provide the Superintendent or designee with the following 
information regarding the committee and conceptual project: 
 
a. The name of the organization 
 
b. The names, addresses, phone numbers of all the officers and committee members 
 
c. A description of the organization's purpose, proposed project(s), educational purpose of 
the project, how the project falls within the overall educational objectives of the district, and 
estimated cost of project(s). 
 
d. A specific timeline and list of objectives 
 
e. The name of the bank where organization accounts will be located and the names of those 
authorized to withdraw funds and/or transfer funds to the district. 
 
f. Recent financial information (i.e. budget and bank statements) about the organization. 
 
g. A description of the organization's fundraising plans 
 
h. A plan for funds that are raised but not spent 
 
i. Proof of insurance 
 
2. After receipt of the above information, the Superintendent or designee and/or the 
Committee may submit a proposal to the Board for authorization to raise limited funds in order 
to develop the necessary plans, documentation, and estimated costs for the project.  All plans 
shall be developed/designed by architects and engineers experienced with public schools 
projects. 
 
3. The district, at anytime at its sole discretion, shall reconfirm the estimated costs and 
timeline of the project with a district  approved construction management firm and/or by a firm 
that has known and specialized experience in estimating school construction costs.  Any costs 
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incurred by the district shall be reimbursed by the capital campaign. 
 
4. Architectural plans, prior to being presented to the Division of State Architect (DSA), 
shall first be presented to the Board of Education for approval.  Such plans shall first be 
reviewed by a Board approved Architect, familiar with DSA requirements. 
 
5. After receipt of the above information, the Superintendent or designee may present the 
proposed project(s) to the Board for initial approval if he/she determines: 
 
a. That there is an educational need for the project 
 
b. The proposal is realistic in terms of scope of work/project, proposed timelines and cost, 
including the on-going cost of maintaining the facility. 
 
c. The estimated cost for the project is accurate as verified by a firm that has known and 
specialized experience in estimating school construction costs.  The cost of this report will be a 
part of the proposed budget.  This includes the cost of district staff to properly evaluate, 
supervise, and manage the project, all related soft costs, indirect costs, and 15 percent in 
contingency costs.  The project budget must also include the cost of a Board approved 
construction management firm that will provide management and oversight to the project. 
 
d. That there are alternative plans if the financial target is not reached 
 
e. The project will not interfere with other district programs or fundraising projects that 
have received prior approval from the Board. 
 
6. If the project receives initial approval from the Board, the school organization may begin 
raising funds to support the project.  The committee shall provide the Board and the 
Superintendent or designee with written updates monthly regarding: 
 
a. Upcoming fundraising activities 
 
b. Progress report on meeting financial target 
 
c. Architectural plans and changes 
 
7. Once the project receives approval from the Division of the State Architect, the principal 
and/or committee shall ask the Board for approval for the district to begin the bidding process.  
The principal and/or the committee must also verify that there is an appropriate amount of funds 
for the project deposited in the bank or county Treasury based on a current (within the last three 
months) construction cost estimate of the project and all the other associated costs as identified 
in 5c. 
 
8. After the bid process closes, the Superintendent or designee shall once again verify that 
the school organization has the necessary funds, including 15 percent in contingency costs and 
other associated costs as identified in 5c, to complete the project.  Once verified, the 
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Superintendent will make a final recommendation to the Board regarding the proposed project. 
 
 
 
Regulation PALOS VERDES PENINSULA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
approved: June 29, 2006 Palos Verdes Estates, California 
revised: October 12, 2006 
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Glare, noise are concerns for lights opponents 
 
By Mary Scott, Peninsula News 
Thursday, February 10, 2011 10:35 AM PST 

Feeling that they haven’t been heard clearly by the Palos Verdes Peninsula Unified School District and the 
Board of Education, members of the Peninsula Preservation Committee spoke to the board at its Jan. 27 
meeting. 
 
The group’s concern is the fundraising efforts by the Peninsula High School Stadium Lights Steering 
Committee to pay for design plans and the environmental impact report for the installation of four 80-foot-
tall light poles and a new sound system on PENHI’s football field. 
 
“You, the Palos Verdes school board, are our elected officials; we, the residents, are your constituency,” 
resident Sam Josephson told board members. “You need to hear us; you need to talk with us, and you need 
to take us seriously.” 
 
The committee’s main issue is the negative effect the lights and night games could have on quality of life on 
the Peninsula. Members fear they will alter the quiet residential, semi-rural neighborhoods that brought 
them to the Peninsula in the first place. Beside the glare from the lights and the noise coming from the 
stadium, they also are concerned about traffic and parking. 
 
In the past, school boards have been asked to approve lights at the school, resident Eleanor Curry told the 
News. Curry is a current member of the Preservation Committee and a former school board member. 
 
“Each time, to date, the board and the administration has valued the residential area and felt that it was an 
imposition,” she said, “and the imposition on the residents’ property values and their life on the Peninsula 
was too big a price to ask of voting members of the citizenry, and people who have always supported the 
schools and young people.” 
 
Committee member Mark Sturgeon said he supports the schools and their academic and athletic programs, 
but the concept of turning football games into community events can be done in the afternoons. 
 
“They’re proposing bringing the community together, but the proposition of night games is actually dividing 
the community,” Sturgeon said. “It’s having just the opposite effect.” 
 
“It’s important to stress that it impacts the entire community. … It impacts more than the surrounding 
homes below [the school],” Curry said. 
 
None of the group members who spoke to the News said they were opposed to the temporary lights brought 
in for special occasions such as homecoming games or graduation. 
 
But, “permanent lights will bring permanent use,” Curry said. 
 
The group said it believes that the high school’s field and lights will be used more than the five to seven 
nights a year proposed. 
 
“What would happen if the girls soccer team went to the school board and said, ‘We want to play our home 
games at night using the lights’?” Sturgeon asked. “Is the school board going to be able to tell the girls 
soccer team, ‘No you can’t use it; it’s for the exclusive use of the boys football team’? You don’t have to look 
down the road very far to see where this is going to go.” 
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Also on the residents’ minds are parking and traffic. 
 
Michelle McKinney, general manager of the Peninsula Shopping Center, had offered the use of the center’s 
parking lot for overflow. She has since retracted the offer after the center’s merchants signed a petition 
against the idea. 
 
Some streets surrounding the school have permit parking, Josephson said, and the cities of Rolling Hills 
Estates and Rancho Palos Verdes have refined their requirements making it easier for other neighborhoods 
to create permit parking. 
 
“The lights’ proponents plan does not provide parking,” he said. 
 
Josephson has lived in his home below the high school for 44 years and said he knew he was moving his 
family near a high school. 
 
“My kids went there,” he said. 
 
He can tolerate the activity during the day because he knows that “when the sun goes down, they go home.” 
 
Kevin Moen, a football coach at PENHI and a member of the Stadium Lights Steering Committee, said that 
opponents have voiced their concerns at school board and city council meetings. 
 
“To address those concerns we offered to add a new sound system to the stadium; we are incorporating the 
latest light technology that reduces light spill outside of the field area; and we set about to create parking 
alternatives, which are still under review,” he said. “We have heard the opposition and have made every 
effort to address those concerns.” 
 
The Preservation Committee has asked to meet with school board members outside of their meetings. The 
committee would like for the board to give them a timeline as to how long the Steering Committee can raise 
funds and when must they stop. 
 
Board President Dora de la Rosa said that she and district administrators are in the process of setting up a 
meeting with the Preservation Committee. A concern she has about board members talking with the 
residents outside of meetings is a potential violation of the Brown Act, whereas no more than two board 
members can discuss issues outside of meetings. Another is the potential of having five board members with 
varying information when they are ready to vote on the issue. 
 
“We’re going to make the best decision if we act as a body,” she said. 
 
De la Rosa added that board members have not met with the Stadium Lights Steering Committee outside of 
board meetings. 
 
Currently, the lights committee has raised more than $100,000, Moen said. 
 
“Once we reach $250,000, we can begin the EIR process, which was asked for by the opposition and 
requested by the cities of RPV and RHE, and supported by the school board,” he said. “The cost of the EIR is 
under review, and the report is based solely on scientific data and must comply 
 
with the California Environmental Quality Act, the California law that regulates projects that may have an 
impact on the environment. Upon completion of this report all parties will be notified and have an 
opportunity to address any further concerns that exist.” 
 
mscott@pvnews.com 
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Peninsula High School’s girls soccer team plays an afternoon home game against Manhattan Beach rival Mira 
Costa High School. A group of residents living near the school are concerned that if a plan to install 
permanent lights on the field for Friday night football games is approved, other teams at the school will want 
to use them. Opponents say that the lights will impact the quiet, semirural atmosphere of the 
neighborhoods.  
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Kit Fox
... -_ ....•.. _•._......•_.._._-_.._-.-.-.-.•_.•_..- . -.....•.._ _...••.._.•..............•.........•.....- .-_ - _ _.-_ __ _-_._- _..- , -_ _- _ -. __.._.•.....•_ ,. .

From:

Sent:

To:

Carolynn Petru [carolynn@rpv.com]

Thursday, February 17, 2011 744 AM

'Kit Fox'

Cc: 'Joel Rojas'

Subject: FW: Stadium Lights at PVPHS

Hi Kit-

FYI - Border Issues.

CP

---_ -•..__._.•._.._..•. _.__.__•...•._--_.- -------_._-

From: Mark & Joan Sturgeon [mailto:mjsturgeon@verizon.net]
Sent: Wednesday, February 16, 2011 8:17 PM
To: cc@rpv.com
Subject: Stadium Lights at PVPHS

Dear Mayor Long and members of the City Council,

Subject: Proposed Stadium Lights at PVP High School

I am opposed to the installation of stadium lights at Palos Verdes Peninsula High School. Last night I turned
on channel 35 and was pleasantly surprised to find Ken Dyda addressing the City Council regarding this
issue. I was even more pleased to learn that Mayor Long had addressed this issue in a personal letter to the
School Board. Thank you Mayor Long.

I live in the Blackhorse tract, and like hundreds of my neighbors, already suffer the noise from Friday
afternoon football games. Should the lights be approved, my neighbors and I would be subjected to glare
and impairment of our nighttime views, in addition to the noise. You should have received my letter of
November 4,20] 0 outlining my concerns and requesting your continued involvement.

This issue is bigger than the negative impacts that nighttime athletic events would impose upon the
neighborhoods surrounding the school. The larger issue is the preservation of the character of our
community_ We all appreciate the Peninsula's semi-rural character with the absence of street lighting in the
majority of our cities and neighborhoods. We are a community that appreciates peace and quiet in the
evening hours. We are not a community that desires bright lights and a large crowd.

We look to you gentleman as the defenders of our community and its unique character. The School Board,
on the other hand, may choose to put the interest of the high school football team and their boosters ahead of
the community. I understand that the School Board has jurisdiction over this issue. Never the less, I am
asking you to use all the tools at your disposal to influence the outcome in the interest of the community.

Sincerely,
Mark Sturgeon
Rancho Palos Verdes
mjsturgeon@verizon.net
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