
 
 
CIVIC CENTER ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING DATE: 12/15/2022 
AGENDA REPORT AGENDA HEADING: Regular Business 

AGENDA DESCRIPTION: 
 
Receive a presentation from LA County Fire Department on its proposal to locate a 

helopod at the Ken Dyda Civic Center  

 
RECOMMENDED COMMITTEE ACTION: 
 

1. Receive a presentation from LA County Fire Department on its proposal to locate 

a helopod at the Ken Dyda Civic Center; and, 

 

2. If deemed acceptable, direct Staff to incorporate the helopod in the preliminary 

site plan for the City Council’s consideration.  

 

STAFF COORDINATOR: Matt Waters, Senior Administrative Analyst  

 
ATTACHED SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS: 
 

A.  June 21, 2022 CalWater Email (Page A-1) 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
The helipad on the Civic Center site is regularly used by the Los Angeles County Fire 
Department (LACFD) for exercises and for emergency situations.  It is a designated 
LACFD helispot.  Firefighting helicopters land there to fill up with water from a hydrant 
located approximately 300 feet away which requires hoses to be laid across the Civic 
Center ingress/egress road.   
 
Cal Water has a Firefighter Grant Program that is dedicated to fire departments serving 
Cal Water’s service areas to offset costs associated with fire protection efforts, 
equipment, training, and education. In 2021, Cal Water awarded grant funding to the Los 
Angeles County Fire Department for a helopod to be located on the Palos Verdes 
Peninsula to improve LACFD’s firefighting capabilities by improving the efficiency of filling 
helicopters with water.  The LACFD has reached out to the City of Rancho Palos Verdes 
to explore two potential locations; the Civic Center or the Palos Verdes Peninsula Unified 
School playing fields near Ladera Linda (Attachment A).  The existing helipad at the Civic 
Center site makes it an attractive location. 
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The Civic Center Advisory Committee, at the request of LACFD, is being asked to 
determine whether the proposed helopod should be recommended to be added to the 
programming for the Civic Center for the City Council’s consideration.  LACFD would like 
to place the helopod at the Civic Center site in the near future with City Council approval 
as well as have the helopod be included in the long-term site programming. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
LACFD approached the City earlier in the year seeking to locate the proposed helopod at 
the Civic Center because of its close proximity to the helipad. LACFD was informed that 
the programming for the Civic Center was completed and accepted by the City Council, 
and a preliminary site plan was being developed based on the Council-approved program. 
Understanding the importance the helopod would have for fire suppression, Staff 
expressed concerns with the overall appearance and aesthetics of it on the overall site, 
and noted that the City Council would have to make the final decision. LACFD indicated 
the helopod was already purchased with the grant funds and the funding was awarded 
specifically for the helopod. 
 
A helopod is essentially a metal water container that can be accessed by a helicopter 
hovering over it.  The proposed helopod weighs 4,600 pounds when empty and has a 
carrying capacity of 4,800 gallons of water. Its dimensions are 16’ L x 8’ W x 7’-5” H.  It is 
wheeled and can be moved by a pickup truck with a tilt trailer.  A concrete pad is 
recommended so the helopod does not settle into the ground.  The helopod has a valve 
and can be refilled from the nearest hydrant or water source. 

 
Below is a video link showing a helicopter filling up at a helopod during the 2022 Laguna 
Beach fire.  Helicopters performed 136 helopod fills and dropped 37,900 gallons of water 
on May 11-12, 2022.   
Video - Coulson 3,000 gallon Chinook hover filling on Laguna Beach Fire HeloPod  
  
Below are pictures of an LACFD fire-fighting helicopter refueling at a helopod and 
closeups of helopods.  
  

 

2

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/url.avanan.click/v2/___https:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z-nv57n7jf4___.YXAzOnZlbnR1cmE6YTpvOmJhZmJlZGQ3ZWVjZTdiOWU3N2UzODY0MDdjZTljYmQyOjY6OGU2NTplOWUwMTVjYWFiNDI4OTRhYzkwMzhmMThlN2RjNDJhM2I2NmY4YjlmZmE0Mjk2ZDg0NjY3NTcwZjlmY2JmMWUyOmg6Rg__;!!BUmtPuI7dw!jSZ-Qzogx24pt2CAPfYveohvqcAEF_yp9ouWd-CeMoDIqkjO-3d53oxp00VlnNfwS8vjJLtXasqNeMc$


 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 
Below is LACFD’s proposed location for the helopod at the Ken Dyda Civic Center-shown 
in red to the east of the existing helipod. 
 

 
 
Representatives from LACFD will be available to answer any questions at the December 
15 CCAC meeting.    
 
CONCLUSION: 
 
Staff recommends the CCAC receive the presentation, and after reviewing the information 
provided, determine whether the Civic Center Master Plan should accommodate the 
proposed helopod and forward a recommendation to the City Council for its consideration 
at a future meeting.  
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From: Gilbride, Angie <agilbride@calwater.com> 

Sent: Tuesday, June 21, 2022 2:19 PM 

To: Ara Mihranian <AraM@rpvca.gov> 

Cc: Baeza, Agustin <ABaeza@calwater.com> 

Subject: HeloPod information 

Importance: High 

CAUTION: This emaH originated from outside of the City of RanchoJ>alosVercfes. 

Hi Ara, 

We sincerely apologize for the delay in getting this information to you. Tammie has been swamped with 

drought-related projects but we hope this is everything that you requested. I believe you have some of 

this but please let us know if there is additional information that would help you. We would truly 

appreciate the opportunity to present before the Committee for the chairs to hear directly from the Fire 

Department about the importance of this equipment. 

Angie 

Specifications - Size and weight of the HeloPod - (with built-in Fill Valve and Float) 

Grant provided by Cal Water to LA County Fire Department 

Dimensions: 16' L x 8' W x 7'-5" Tall Rolling on (4) Steel 10" wheels 

Capacity: 4,600 Gallons 

Weight (Empty): 4,800 lbs 

Weight (Full): 43,000 lbs. (HeloPod + Water) 

NOTE: It can be moved and towed by a regular CDL holder and using an F-250 or larger Pick-up 

using a Tilt Trailer. It can also be transported by any Flat Bed Wrecker or Trash Bin Truck 

company. 

Concrete is suggested for the Pad as eventually the four corner wheels will sink into the Dirt or 

non compacted Millings down on to the Rails when and bury the drain it is full. Without the 

concrete while draining the tank the Millings or Dirt can be tunneled or burrowed and cause 

erosion. 

Pad Option #1: Hard Packed / Sun Baked and already level Clay Dirt - When water is poured 

onto the Soil it doesn't create Mud?? Example: For the Laguna Beach Dip Site we just rolled off 

the HeloPod and connected the Fire Hose and they had a working safe Dip Site in 15 minutes!. 

After 18 months they are placing Concrete. 

Pad Option #2: Concrete Pad 12' x 20' x 8" Thick with Rebar 

Pad Option #3: Concrete Strips (2) 3' Wide by 20' L x 8" Thick with Rebar 

Safety Items: 

Dust Control is needed to be considerate to neighbors surrounding the Dip Site. It's also critical 

to the Pilots for visibility. If your Site is already level and has hard packed/ sun baked dirt like 
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Laguna Beach site you can just do to Pad. But most commonly it is accomplished by using either 
of two materials: [See Video's Below] 

Video - Coulson 3,000 gallon Chinook hover filling on Laguna Beach Fire HeloPod 
Video - LADWP -LAFD Chatsworth 1st Hover Fills of HeloPod#2 by Ericson Skycrane 

Thank you for your help! 

Tammie Myers 
Interim Lead Conservation Coordinator 
California Water Service 
424-399-9703 Mobile 

ft 
~~ ~,. i, .. " 

Quality. Service. Value. 
calwater.com 

This is an EXTERNAL EMAIL. Stop and think before clicking a link or opening attachments. 

Good morning Bill, 

The City Council and the Emergency Preparedness Committee are in receipt of your 
email. 

The City has been discussing a helopod with the Fire Chief and CalWater. 
CalWater has obtained a grant to install a helopod on the Palos Verdes Peninsula and 
have reached out to Rancho Palos Verdes to explore potential locations. 
We will continue to discuss this with CalWater and the LACFD. 

Thank you, 
Ara Mihranian 
City Manager 

□Powered by HubSpot. 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Bill Ward <bill@pumppodusa.com> 
Date: Thursday, May 19, 2022, 11 :54:20 AM -0700 
Subject: HeloPod - Critical Asset during the Coastal Fire 
To: David Bradley <david.bradley@rpvca.gov>, Donald Campbell 
<donald.campbell@rpvca.gov>, Larry Maizlish <larry.maizlish@rpvca.gov>, City Council 
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General Mailbox <cc@rpvca.gov> 

Cc: Walt Dorn <walt@pumppodusa.com> 

Hello Mayor, City Council, Emergency Preparedness Committee, 

I am contacting all the Cities in southern California within the Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) 

and/or declared High Fire Severity Zones and informing them of our product the HeloPod the 

automatically filling high capacity Helicopter Dip Tank. Being on the PV Peninsula you have the 

same issue Laguna Beach has, when the Air Calvary arrives there are ZERO open bodies of 

water for them to Fill from especially during Initial Attack those crucial first 20 minutes to keep 

the fire small. So Laguna Beach became the first city without a Helicopter to ensured the 

protection of there community by pre-positioning a HeloPod in the middle on the famous "Top 

of the World" open space. 

Video - Multi-Agency Use of Helicopters Hover Filling on HeloPod 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/lyRnlmf)kOCQql3iZ cjF6jsB7dWAk0fo/view?usp=sharing 

I am sure your all aware of last weeks Coastal Fire in Laguna Niguel. The HeloPod purchased by 

Laguna Beach played a critical roll in keeping the fast moving Fire from becoming even more 

catastrophic and moving west into Laguna Beach. Laguna Beach Mayor praising the 

performance of the Helo Pod. 
Firefighters complete containment of Coastal Fire https://www.lagunabeachindy.com/firefighters­

com plete-containment-of-coastal-fire/ 

I have gathered the information of the number of times the HeloPod was used and the amount of 

water dropped on the Coastal Fire by OCF A and CAL FIRE helicopters. I have included a note 

from OCF A regarding the use of HeloPod. 

May 11th 81 Hover Fills and 23,050 gallons of water 

May 12th 55 Hover Fills and 14,850 gallons of water 

Totals; 136 Hover Fills and 37,900 gallons of water 

The OCF A is expected to purchase two Tactical HeloPods for Pre-Positioning themselves in 

July. 

Video - KABC7 TV News - Video of Using LBCFD Helo Pod Coastal Fire (18:05 -19:04) 

(Narrative 19:27 - 19:47) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sf3kopgvFDY 

Video - Fresno TV News - Video about Laguna Beach Fire HeloPod used in Coastal Fire (:55 -

1 :02) https://abc30.com/fire-crews-look-to-new-firefighting-strategy/118434 l 8/ 

Video - KCRA TV News - Video of using Helo Pod Coastal Fire (10:02 -10:20) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BYl-OBCD 1 sA 

I look forward to talking to you further about protecting your City. 

Bill Ward 
Executive Director - Co-Owner 
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PumpPodUSA 
949-246-6999 

From: Maule, Cheyne 
Sent: Wednesday, May 18, 2022 2:56 PM 
To: Bill Ward< bill@pumppodusa.com> 
Cc: apiweinert34@gmail.com 
Subject: Re: Wildfire News of the Day RE: HeloPod 

Bill, 
HeloPod was incredible on this incident. Our helicopter pulled from it 55 times on two 
consecutive days for a total of 110 times. Approximately 29,700 gallons. Does that help? Laguna 
Beach Fire was really helpful in getting the HeloPod turned on ASAP when the fire started. Our 
helicopter only made three drops on the fire before the pod was ready for use so very fast. Thank 
you. 

Cheyne Maule 
OCF A - Battalion Chief Air Ops 
Sent from my iPhone 

Drowerecl by HubSpot. 

This e-mail and any of its attachments may contain California Water Service Group proprietary 
information and is confidential. This e-mail is intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to 
which it is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail, please notify the sender 
immediately by replying to this e-mail and then deleting it from your system. 
This e-mail and any of its attachments may contain California Water Service Group proprietary 
information and is confidential. This e-mail is intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to 
which it is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail, please notify the sender 
immediately by replying to this e-mail and then deleting it from your system. 




