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RE: City of Rancho Palos Verdes Efforts to Help Reduce Wildfire Risks 
 
Dear Insurance Agent, 
 
The City of Rancho Palos Verdes (RPV) is dedicated to minimizing wildfire risks through prevention, 
early detection, and home hardening techniques aimed at safeguarding both property and lives. On 
behalf of the policy owner, this letter is being provided to you and your adjuster outlining the City’s 
strategies and measures to reduce wildfire risk intended to contribute to more favorable insurance 
premium rates and policy availability for our residents and businesses.  
 
RPV collaborates closely with the Los Angeles County Fire Department (LACoFD), a Class II department 
recognized by the Insurance Services Office (ISO). Covering approximately 26.3 square miles and 
serving an estimated 65,000 Palos Verdes Peninsula (PVP) residents, LACoFD operates six strategically 
located fire stations, including two within RPV.  
 
Notably, RPV enhances its wildfire management capabilities with the following measures to  
significantly improving our emergency response and preparedness: 
 

• Maintaining City-owned landscaped and open spaces near residential areas through year-round 
fuel modification. RPV’s robust ANNUAL WEED ABATEMENT PROGRAM aims to create defensible 
spaces between open areas and combustible structures, significantly reducing fire fuel load. 
Regular inspections ensure adherence to LACoFD's Defensible Space requirements.  

 

• GOAT GRAZING FOR FUEL MODIFICATION: On city-owned lands including public rights-of-way. 
Goats effectively remove brush and grass from hard to access terrain thereby significantly 
reducing fire loads and risks.  
 

• GENASYS PROTECT (ZONE HAVEN): Implemented in May 2023, this critical emergency 
preparedness tool is available to residents at PVPready.gov, as an Evacuation Management 
Platform in identifying evacuation zones and guiding residents on necessary actions during 
emergencies. 
 

• PANO AI'S WILDFIRE CAMERAS: This network of AI cameras provide early detection of wildfire 
smoke across the Palos Verdes Peninsula and has proven effective in delivering timely and 
accurate early  alerts for fire ignitions. 

 

• HELOPOD FIREFIGHTING DIP SOURCE: The City installed a HeloPod at its Civic Center that is in 
close proximity to open space and canyons areas enabling rapid water refilling for firefighting 
helicopters. 

https://fire.lacounty.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/ISO-Ratings-Update-May-2018.pdf
https://fire.lacounty.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/ISO-Ratings-Update-May-2018.pdf
https://rpv.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=5&clip_id=4313&meta_id=110615
https://www.rpvca.gov/DocumentCenter/View/20070/PVP-Defensible-Space-flyer--FAQs-Final
https://ca-ranchopalosverdes2.civicplus.com/DocumentCenter/View/21370/Fire_Grazers_Amendment-No4
https://www.pvpready.gov/
https://www.pvpready.gov/
https://www.pano.ai/
https://fire.lacounty.gov/lacofd-unveils-new-helopod/
https://rpv.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=5&clip_id=4284&meta_id=109316
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The City has further initiated the following measures to enhance community safety against wildfires: 

• Firescaping training workshops. 

• Home hardening videos. 

• Monthly emergency preparedness safety tips. 

• Collaborative efforts with Southern California Edison (SCE) for utility line hardening and 
undergrounding. 

• A comprehensive Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan, offering in-depth insights into 
RPV's wildfire mitigation strategies on pages 151-158 of the plan. 

 
For any further information or queries, please contact Jesse Villalpando, Senior Administrative 
Analyst, Emergency Preparedness, Jvillalpando@rpvca.gov   Phone - (310) 544-5209. 
 
We appreciate your consideration of this matter and anticipate a favorable assessment for our 
residents and business owners seeking insurance coverage. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Ara Mihranian 
City Manager 
Director of Emergency Services 
310-544-5202 
Aram@rpvca.gov 
 
 

https://www.westbasin.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/11-1-2023-Palos-Verdes-Firescaping-PPT-for-web.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cJHXg1flQSA&list=PL3lhpmlqKR_cIxWVrYdXXbm_d6YFJOhvg&index=3&ab_channel=WestBasin
https://www.rpvca.gov/1428/EPC-Monthly-Messaging
https://rpvca.gov/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/2935

