
II. Conservation &
o en S ace Element

The State of California requires both an Open Space Element and a Conservation
Element to be included in every local government general plan. As many of the City's
goals and policies, and the State's requirements, are related, these two elements have
been joined in to this OTIe single elemen t.

Open Space is OTIC of the prominent features that defines the character of Rancho Palos
Verdes and plays a large role in the quality of life that residents seek to live in and
maintain, and non-residents seek to visit. Conserving open space provides
opportunities to the public for outdoor recreation, view-shed protection, conservation
of natural resources that provide a healthy ecosystem for vegetation and wildlife,
flood and erosion control, protection of the public health and safety, buffering between
incompatible land uses and the enhancement of roads and public spaces.

The majority of Rancho Palos Verdes is developed with residential land uses; however
a significant amount of land is dedicated to open space uses, including parks, golf
courses, trails and a dedicated preserves. The City seeks to create a system that
integrates parks, trails, natural habitats and cultural resources into a series of networks
for both residents and visitors to utilize.

Goals
To set the context for this Element, its Goals are as follows;

1. It i5 tAe geal s£ !fle Cit)' s£ Hanehs
Pales Venies To conserve, protect,
and enhance its natural resources,
beauty, and open space for the
benefit and enjoyment of its residents
and the residents of the entire region.
Future development shall recognize
the sensitivity of the natural
environmentat and be accomplished
in such a manner as to maximize the
protection of it.
(PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDED CHANGE TO THE GOAL)
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fertilizers, insecticides and herbicides on the environment and to encourage
responsible use and disposal of such materials.

(PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDED CHANGE POLICY.)

13. A Pest Management Plan should be encouraged to be included into the
Landscape Plan so as to avoid usage of toxic chemicals by proper plant
selection. irrigation methods. establishing intervention thresholds.
monitoring and identification of pests and using prevention measures
before resorting to control by using chemicals.

(pLA ING COMMISSIO RECOMMENDED NEW POLICY.)

14. Maintain the existing natural vegetation of the City in its natural state fe..ffte

ffi~(iffi\:lFR e~tteRt :J3sssi13le in all existing and proposed developments, to the
extent commensurate with good fire protection policies and encourage the re­
establishment of appropriate nalive plants. especially fire retardant natives
such as saltbrush near fuel modification setback areas

(PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDED CHANGE TO POLICY.)

15. Require a master landscape plan, with an Integrated Pest Management Plan.
for any proposed development demonstrating enhancement and protection
of natural vegetation proposed, selection of new complementing vegetation,
and enhancement of the environmental factors.

(PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDED CHANGE TO POLICY.)

Policies Specific to the Natural Communities ConservatiolJ Piau

16. Implement the Rancho Palos Verdes Natural Communities Conservation
Plan ( ICCP).

17. Review all flrs:J3ssea E1evelsj31T1eAt i"er e8RsisteRE) Ii itA the Ran.eAs Pales
Veraes JiJat\:lral CSffilTlt:1:Rities CSRseFva"tisR PlaR (Ji1CCP).

(PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDED REMOVAL OF POLICY.)

Gellcral Policies

18. Continue to implement the City's Natural Overlay Control District and its
performance criteria.

19. Continue to implement the natural environment policies of the Coastal
Specific Plan.

20. Collect baseline data for air and water quality in order to develop standards
for evaluation of the impacts of current or proposed development in and
adjacent to Rancho Palos Verdes
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21. Pursue the acquisition of rights over the offshore tidelands area related to the
City's coastline. Develop proposals for grants and recognition as protected
areas.

22, Encourage study of and funding to preserve native flora and fauna,

HalJitllt Protectiou

24. Work with neighboring jurisdictions to manage contiguous wildlife and
habitat areas and recreational amenities such as trails,

25. Encourage the restoration of vegetation throughout the City to indigenous
native plant species. Encourage use of locally native plant species in City
landscaping.

Eflviromnentf/.l Pl'otecti01f

26, Develop balanced programs to provide greater safe public access to the
coastline consistent with protecting the environment.

27. Promote programs to encourage volunteer efforts to repair, protect and
improve the environment.

28. Make every effort to preserve or restore a state of natural hydrology when
projects impact canyons or other natural drainage areas when such efforts do
not conflict with public safety.

29, Ensure the maximum preservation of the natural scenic character and
topography of the City consistent with reasonable economic uses.

Cultural Resources Policies

30. Seek funding for the identification, acquisition, preservation, and/or
maintenance of historic places and archaeologicat paleontological or
geological sites.

31. Encourage the identification and protection of archaeologically sensitive
areas and sites - making such information available only to those individuals
qualified under guidelines set forth by the Office of Historic Preservation
tRat Aeeel ta 'maw.

(PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDED CHANGE TO POLICY.)

d2. ReEJ:I::lire all prejeets, tJ:tat are st::lsjeet te t:Re CaliferRia efl\'irsRFFl:eRtal Ql:lalify
Act, fer flew eeRstmet:ieR, st::lsaivisieRs, eeRaitisflall:l:se J3efFflits, aRa

variattees tkat eeE'l:lf ir. arekaeelegieally seFtsiti...e areas ts kaye a special
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areAaeelegieal eeffipSReRt iR tAeir /}Jegative DeelaratisR, ~.4itigatea f>Jegative
DeelaratisR SF eRvirsRffieRtal Iffif3aet Repert.

(PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDED TO REMOVE POLICY.)

33. Forward Environmental Impact Reports to the URiversity ef Califer:Aia at Les
ARgeles, tAe £esely fer Cali-ferRia Arel:taeelegy's (SGA) California State
University, Fullerton, SCCIC's clearinghouse for this area, aRa te CaJi:ferRia
Stale Cellege at De",iflg"e~Ftills.

(PLA NING COMMISSION RECOMMENDED CHANGE TO POLICY.)

34. Preserve locations of archeological and paleontological significance on site
where possible. Allow salvage excavation of the site where some technique of
preservation cannot be implemented.

35. Aefi\ el, f3ress fer PSiRt VieeRte bigAtASl:J:Se ts be iRehlaea iA the ~JatisRal

Register 8f Histerie Plaees. Attempt to acquire the Point Vicente Lighthouse
property as an extension of Point Vicente Park. Consider supporting the
addition of other appropriate historic sites in the City to the State and
National Historic Register.

(PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDED CHANGE TO POLICY.)

36. Require that any artifacts or material of interest that are uncovered as a
result of a project requiring City pennits be offered to the Point Vicente
Interpretive Center for inclusion in its collection as pennitted by law. The
Center should work with regional entities to share items of particular
significance.

(pLANNI 'G COMMISSION RECOMME OED CHA GE TO POLICY.)

Open Space and Recreational Resources Policies

37. Provide appropriate access to public land!.

38. Promote and/or sponsor recreation programs within the City.

39. Encourage local, public, non-profit recreational and cultural activities.

40. Seek County, State, Federal a~d private funds to acquire, improve and
maintain recreational lands.

(PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDED CHANGE TO POLICY.)

41. Work through the State and Federal government in support of legislation
resulting in City acquisition of land.

(PLA NING COMMISSIO RECOMMENDED CHANGE TO MOVE
POLICY #5 ABOVE FROM FORMER LOCATION OF POLICY #6)
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42. Encourage land holders to contribute lands and/or easements to the City for
conservation and/or recreational use and encourage the City to accept such
contributions.

(PLAN ING COMMISSION RECOMMENDED CHANGE TO POLICY.)

43. Encourage institutions to provide public use of its recreation facilities.

(PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDED CHANGE TO POLICY.)

44. Encourage the building of playing fields, where appropriate, for multiple
uses by various recreational groups.

(PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDED CHANGE TO POLICY.)
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