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II. Conservation &
Open S ace Element

The State of California requires both an Open Space Element and a Conservation
Element to be included in every local government general plan. As many of the City’s
goals and policies, and the State’s requirements, are related, these two elements have
been joined into this one single element.

Open Space is one of the prominent features that defines the character of Rancho Palos
Verdes and plays a large role in the quality of life that residents seek to live in and
maintain, and non-residents seek to visit. Conserving open space provides
opportunities to the public for outdoor recreation, view-shed protection, conservation
of natural resources that provide a healthy ecosystem for vegetation and wildlife,
flood and erosion control, protection of the public health and safety, buffering between
incompatible land uses and the enhancement of roads and public spaces.

The majority of Rancho Palos Verdes is developed with residential land uses; however
a significant amount of land is dedicated to open space uses, including parks, golf
courses, trails and & dedicated preserves. The City seeks to create a system that
integrates parks, trails, natural habitats and cultural resources into a series of networks
for both residents and visitors to utilize.

Goals

To set the context for this Element, its Goals are as follows;

Pales—Verdes—To conserve, protect,
and enhance its natural resources,
beauty, and open space for the
benefit and enjoyment of its residents
and the residents of the entire region.
Future development shall recognize
the sensitivity of the natural
environmental and be accomplished
in such a manner as to maximize the
protection of it. _— ai o ks : -
(PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDED CHANGE TO THE GOAL)
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21. Pursue the acquisition of rights over the offshore tidelands area related to the
City’s coastline. Develop proposals for grants and recognition as protected
areas.

22, Encourage study of and funding to preserve native flora and fauna.

Habitat Protection

24. Work with neighboring jurisdictions to manage contiguous wildlife and
habitat areas and recreational amenities such as trails.

25. Encourage the restoration of vegetation throughout the City to indigenous
native plant species. Encourage use of locally native plant species in City
landscaping.

Environmental Protection

26. Develop balanced programs to provide greater safe public access to the
coastline consistent with protecting the environment.

27. Promote programs to encourage volunteer efforts to repair, protect and
improve the environment.

28. Make every effort to preserve or restore a state of natural hydrology when
projects impact canyons or other natural drainage areas when such efforts do
not conflict with public safety.

29. Ensure the maximum preservation of the natural scenic character and
topography of the City consistent with reasonable economic uses.

Cultural Resources Policies

30. Seek funding for the identification, acquisition, preservation, and/or
maintenance of historic places and archaeological, paleontological or
geological sites.

31. Encourage the identification and protection of archaeologically sensitive
areas and sites — making such information available only to those individuals

qualified under guidelines set forth by the Office of Historic Preservation
thatneedto-krow.

(PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDED CHANGE TO POLICY.)
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(PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDED TO REMOVE POLICY.)

33. Forward Environmental Impact Reports to the University-of Californiaatkeos

Angeles-the Secietyfor California-Arehaeology’s(SCA} California State
University, Fullerton, SCCIC’s clearinghouse for this arearand-te-Califernia

State Lolegeat Dominaves Hitls
(PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDED CHANGE TO POLICY.)

34. Preserve locations of archeological and paleontological significance on site
where possible. Allow salvage excavation of the site where some technique of
preservation cannot be implemented.

Registerof Histerie Places: Attempt to acquire the Point Vicente Lighthouse
property as an extension of Point Vicente Park. Consider supporting the
addition of other appropriate historic sites in the City to the State and
National Historic Register.

(PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDED CHANGE TO POLICY.)

36. Require that any artifacts or material of interest that are uncovered as a
result of a project requiring City permits be offered to the Point Vicente
Interpretive Center for inclusion in its collection as permitted by law. The
Center should work with regional entities to share items of particular
significance.

(PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDED CHANGE TO POLICY.)

Open Space and Recreational Resources Policies

37. Provide appropriate access to public land,
38. Promote and/or sponsor recreation programs within the City.
39. Encourage local, public, non-profit recreational and cultural activities.

40. Seek County, State, Federal and private funds to acquire, improve and
maintain recreational lands.

(PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDED CHANGE TO POLICY.)

41. Work through the State and Federal government in support of legislation
resulting in City acquisition of land.

(PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDED CHANGE TO MOVE
POLICY #5 ABOVE FROM FORMER LOCATION OF POLICY #6)
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42. Encourage land holders to contribute lands and/or easements to the City for

conservation and/or recreational use and encourage the City to accept such

contributions.

(PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDED CHANGE TO POLICY.)
43. Encourage institutions to provide public use of its recreation facilities.

(PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDED CHANGE TO POLICY.)

44. Encourage the building of playing fields, where appropriate, for multiple
uses by various recreational groups.

(PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDED CHANGE TO POLICY.)
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