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LACFCD Background Information

In 1915, the Los Angeles County Flood Control Act established the LACFCD and
empowered it to manage flood risk and conserve stormwater for groundwater recharge. In
coordination with the United States Army Corps of Engineers the LACFCD developed and
constructed a comprehensive system that provides for the regulation and control of flood
waters through the use of reservoirs and flood channels. The system also controls debris,
collects surface storm water from streets, and replenishes groundwater with storm water and
imported and recycled waters. The LACFCD covers the 2,753 square-mile portion of Los
Angeles County south of the east-west projection of Avenue S, excluding Catalina Island. It
is a special district governed by the County of Los Angeles Board of Supervisors, and its
functions are carried out by the Los Angeles County Department of Public Works. The
LACFCD service area is shown in Figure F-1.

Unlike cities and counties, the LACFCD does not own or operate any municipal sanitary
sewer systems, public streets, roads, or highways. The LACFCD operates and maintains
storm drains and other appurtenant drainage infrastructure within its service area. The
LACFCD has no planning, zoning, development permitting, or other land use authority
within its service area. The permittees that have such land use authority are responsible
under the Permit for inspecting and controlling pollutants from industrial and commercial
facilities, development projects, and development construction sites. (Permit, Part IL.E, p.
17.)

The MS4 Permit language clarifies the unique role of the LACFCD in storm water
management programs: “[g]iven the LACFCD’s limited land use authority, it is appropriate
for the LACFCD to have a separate and uniquely-tailored storm water management
program. Accordingly, the storm water management program minimum control measures
imposed on the LACFCD in Part VVI.D of this Order differ in some ways from the minimum
control measures imposed on other Permittees. Namely, aside from its own properties and
facilities, the LACFCD is not subject to the Industrial/Commercial Facilities Program, the
Planning and Land Development Program, and the Development Construction Program.
However, as a discharger of storm and non-storm water, the LACFCD remains subject to the
Public Information and Participation Program and the Illicit Connections and Illicit
Discharges Elimination Program. Further, as the owner and operator of certain properties,
facilities and infrastructure, the LACFCD remains subject to requirements of a Public
Agency Activities Program.” (Permit, Part 1I.F, p. 18.)

Consistent with the role and responsibilities of the LACFCD under the Permit, the
[E]JWMPs and CIMPs reflect the opportunities that are available for the LACFCD to
collaborate with permittees having land use authority over the subject watershed area. In
some instances, the opportunities are minimal, however the LACFCD remains responsible
for compliance with certain aspects of the MS4 permit as discussed above.
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Figure F-1 Los Angeles County Flood Control District Service Area
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